
FOREWORD

The  fo l l ow ing  pages  re f l ec t  t he  h iqh l i gh ts  o f  t he  f i r s t  25

years  o f  t he  Somers  V i l l age  P laye rs .  Much  o f  t he  i n fo rma t ion  came

f rom sec re ta ry ' s  m inu tes .  Obv ious l y ,  much  tha t  goes  on  i n  a  com-

mun i t y  t hea te r  g roup  neve r  ge ts  reco rded  i n  the  m inu tes .

P roduc t i on  p rog rams ,  my  d ia r i es ,  and  news le t te rs  were  o the r  good

sources .  F ina l l y ,  f  made  some use  o f  pe rsona l  memor ies ,  espec ia l -

l y  Joanne ' s  and  my  own .  The re fo re ,  I  emphas ize  two  th ings :

f i r s t ,  r o  a t t emp t  was  made  t o  w r i t e  a  " comp le te "  h i s t o r y .

Second ly ,  t h i s  has  to  be  cons ide red  more  l i ke  a  pe rsona l  memo i r .

r  am su re  tha t ,  f o r  eve ry  pe rson  who  has  been  invo l ved  i n  the  vp ,

h i s  o r  he r  sepa ra te  "h i s t o r y "  m igh t  r ead  qu i t e  d i f f e ren t l y  f r om

mine .  The re fo re ,  r  encourage  anyone  read ing  th i s  h i s to ry  to  add

h i s  o r  he r  r e f l ec t i ons .

I  acknow ledge  g rea t l y  t he  e f fo r t s  o f  my  w i fe ,  Joanne  and  thank

her  p ro fuse l y  fo r  a l l  he r  he lp .  She  p roo f read  and  made

sugges t i ons  wh ich  made  th i s  h i s to ry  no t  on l y  g rammat i ca l l y  co r -

rec t  bu t  a l so  much  more  readab le .

>,,/4eL-@
U a f c o t m  X .  C h a d b o u r n e
E d i t o r
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SOMERS VILLAGE PLAYERS

THE FIRST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS

BEFORE THE BEGINNING

I t  sounds  l i ke  a  c l i che - - "Le t ' s  ge t  t oge the r  and  pu t  on  a  p l ay . "
Tha t ' s  p re t t y  much  the  way  the  V i l l age  P laye rs  s ta r ted .  La r ry  B rowne
(pe rhaps  fond ly  remember ing  h i s  f o rmer  days  as  a  Somers  P laye rs l t ;
s t a lwa r t )  ca l I ed  h i s  f r i end  N ina  Dav i s  and  sa id  "Le t ' s  s t a r t  a  L i t t l e
Theater  in  town.  "  Larry ,  Nina,  and her  husband Harry  as wel l  as Gene
and  Sy l v ia  Bu rde t te  and  a  few  o the r  f r i ends  me t .  The  en thus iasm g rew.
One can imagine a comment  such as "Maybe there are others b i t ten by
the  t hea te r  " bug "  who  wou ld  l i ke  t o  j o i n  i n  t he  f un . "  The  wo rd
sp read .  And ,  on  January  15 ,  1971  a  pub l i c  mee t ing  was  he ld  a t  Ev ie  and
Har r y  Ph i l l i p s '  house  on  Beve r l y  D r i ve .  S i x teen  t hea te r  en thus ias t s
met  and  read i l y  ag reed  tha t  Somers  "needed"  a  thea te r  g roup .  Hence ,
t he  V i l l age  P laye rs  o f  Somers  was  "bo rn .  "

THE REAL BEGINNING

O n c e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  s t a r t ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e L e c t
o f f i c e r s .  P r o t e s t i n g  t h a t  h e  j u s t  " w a n t e d  t o  h a v e  f u n ,  "  c a r l
Anderson who had been ac t ive  in  a  Massachuset ts  theater  g roup in  the
p a s t  a n d  w h o  c o u l d  s u p p l y  a  c o p y  o f  t h a t  f o r m e r  g r o u p ' s  b y - I a w s ,
r e l u c t a n t l y  a g r e e d  t o  b e  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t .  S y l v i a  B u r d e t t e  w a s
" e l e c t e d "  a s  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  M a l c o l m  C h a d t ' o u r n e  a s  t r e a s u r e r .  N o n e  o f
t h e  f o l k s  a s s e m b l - e d  w a n t e d  t o  b e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t .  ( T h i s  w a s  a n  u n k n o w n
f o r e t e l l i n g  o f  w h a t  w a s  t o  b e c o m e  a  r e c u r r i n g  c h a l l e n g e  t o  V i l l a g e
P l a y e r s '  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,
e v e n  t h o u g h ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  w a s  n o t  a l s o  t h e
p r o d u c e r .  )  E v i e  P h i t l i p s  w e n t  a c r o s s  B e v e r l y  D r i v e  t o  t h e  h o u s e  w h e r e
t h e  T y l e r s  n o w  l i v e  a n d  " c o n v i n c e d "  h e r  f r i e n d  T o m K n o x  ( w h o  h a d  n e v e r
b e e n  b i t t e n  b y  a n y t h i n g  c l o s e  t o  a  t h e a t e r  "  b l r g "  )  t o  j o i n  t h e  p l a y e r s
a n d  b e c o m e  i t s  f i r s t  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t .  H a r r y  D a v i s  r e a d i l y  a g r e e d  t o  b e
t h e  f i r s t  p r o d u c e r .

* * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * *  *  * * * *  * * * * * *
( t ) s o m e r s  P l a y e r s  ,  o p e r a t i n g  a s  t h e  " s o m e r s  p l a y h o u s e , "  $ r a s  a

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s u m m e r  t h e a t e r  o w n e d  a n d  d i r e c t e d  b y  H e r b  a n d  P r i s c i l l a
W e l l s .  I t  r a n  f r o m  7 9 4 9  t o  1 9 5 9  w i t h  p r o d u c t i o n s  i n  w h a t  w a s
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a s  P i e d m o n t  H a l 1 .
S o m e r s  T o w n  H a l l .

T h i s  i s t h e  b u i l d i n g  n o w  l o c a t e d

UNDERWAY-THEFIRST YEAR

An o rgan iza t i ona l  mee t ing  he ld  on  Feb .  12 ,  r97 r  b rough t  t he
" l i t t 1e "  bu t  eage r  t hea te r  g roup  t o  t he  p l ace  t ha t  was  t o  become  i t s
mee t ing  and  rehearsa l  p lace  fo r  many  yea rs - - the  Somers  Town  Ha l1
wh i ch  a t  t ha t  t ime  s t i 11  had  a  s tage  and  f u l 1  aud i t o r i um sea t s .  The
f i r s t  p lay  was  se lec ted .  "Genera t i oo ,  "  a  comedy  came h igh l y
recommended by a couple who had seen i t  the summer before at  a  Rhode
Is land  summer  thea te r .  O the r  impor tan t  dec i s ions  made :  dues  wou ld  be
$5  f o r  adu l t s ;  $2 .50  f o r  s t uden ts ;  $7 .50  f o r  f am i l i es ;  r egu la r
mee t ings  wou ld  be  he ld  on  the  th i rd  F r i day  o f  each  mon th  excep t  f o r
Ju l y  and  Augus t  when  no  mee t ings  wou ld  be  he1d .

The  immed ia te  cha l l enge  became how to  ra i se  funds  to  f i nance
"Genera t i on .  "  Members  l ooked  to  f r i ends  and  acqua in tances  who  were
commun i t y  l eade rs  fo r  g i f t s .  (  M inu tes  o f  t he  3 /1 .7 /7  L  mee t ing  show
$75  i n  t he  t r easu ry  and  t he  annua l  t r easu re r ' s  r epo r t  as  o f  I 2 IZL /7 I
re f l ec t s  an  "anonymous  l oan"  o f  $200 .  )  The  p rog ram fo r  "Genera t i on "
l i s t s  twen ty - f i ve  Sponsors  and  Pa t rons .  The  Repub l i can  Womens  C Iub
was  so l i c i t ed  t o  he lp  t o  se r l  t i c ke t s  w i t h  t he  4 /23 /7 r  mee t i ng
m inu tes  i nd i ca t i ng  1056  t i c ke t s  we re  d i s t r i bu ted .  (Wha t  op t im i s t -
t hose  ea r l y  V i l l age  p l aye rs  we re !  )

"Gene ra t i on "  r an  f o r  t h ree  n i gh t s  a t  Somers  H igh  Schoo l  on  May  20 ,
21 '  & .22 ,  1 ' 977 .  (The re  i s  no  reco rd  o f  how  many  o f  t r t e  t i c ke t s  wh i ch
cos t  $2 .50 ,  we re  so ld ,  bu t  t he  t r easu re r ' s  r epo r t  shows  a  l oss  o f
$114 .68  fo r  t he  p lay .  )  Ma lco lm Chadbourne ,  Jenn i fe r  Long(C leave r ) ,
and Mike Ri ley had the l -eads wi th  Vern Drayton,  Bob Gaines and J im
Hart  rounding out  the cast .  Larry  Browne designed the set  and
r i gh t i ng  (p rov id i ng  l i gh i s  f r om h i s  own  co l l ec t : . on ] )  C l yde  Say les  o f
Sp r ing f i e ld  d i rec ted  the  show w i th  V i rg in ia  Ra fe t to (Wi ibu r )  j s  S tage
Manager .  The  p rog ram l i - s t s  abou t  f i f t y  peop le  i nvo l ved  i n  t [ e
p roduc t i on l  (Obv ious l y ,  t he  Somers  V i I I age  P laye rs  had  been  speed i l y
" l aunched"  w i th  many  hands  "ge t t i ng  toge ine r  and  pu t t i ng  on  a -show. i
The  d reams  o f  t a r r y  and  h i s  f r i ends  had  ma te r ia l i zed . l

s i nce  th i s  was  l ong  be fo re  the  days  o f  M11 lpond  p layhouse ,  a  p race
for  construct ing and stor ing sets  became an ongoing c t ia t lenge.  t foyA
Hunt ,  dD associate of  Harry  Davis  and Gene Burdet te  in  the ora
Somersv i l l e  M i11  (a t  t h i s  t ime  de func t )  was  en l i s t ed  t o  t ake  cha rge
o f  se t  cons t ruc t i on  wh i ch  f o r  "Gene ra t i on "  t ook  p l ace  i n  t he  ga rages
a t  t he  m i1 l .  La te r ,  se t s  we re  cons t ruc ted  and  s to red  i n  such  va r i ed
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p laces  as  the  Somers  Inn  ba rn  (be fo re  i t  became a  banque t  ha1 l ) ,
i nd i v idua l  ga rages ,  t he  Hu t ton  po ta to  s to rage  ba rn  on  N in th  D is t r i c t
Road ,  and  the  Hur lbu r t  ba rn  o f f  Fou r  B r idges  Road .

Po l I y  S tevenson ,  t he  f i r s t  Membersh ip  Cha i rman ,  spen t  t he  f i r s t
yea r  rec ru i t i ng  members .  May  15 ,  1971  was  se t  as  a  cu to f f  da te  fo r
be ing  des igna ted  as  a  " cha r te r "  member .  O f  t he  42  cha r te r  members
only MaI. Chadbourne, Jane Legg, & Marianne Myracle remain as mem-
bers.  (Larry  Browne was designated an Honorary L i fe t ime Member in
1991.  )  S ix  char ter  members (Car l  Anderson,  Ann Clark,  Nina Davis ,
Herb  Legg ,  Har ry  Ph i l l i ps ,  &  B i l l  Su tc l i f f e )  have  d ied .

Summers  i n  t hose  ea r l y  days  be fo re  Aya -Po  were  " i n te rm iss ion "
t imes  fo r  t he  P laye rs  bu t  t hey  became ac t i ve  aga in  w i th  an  en t r y  i - n
the  Four  Town  Fa i r  pa rade .  I n  Sep tember  the re  was  a  pa r t y  a t  La r ry
Browne 's  house ,  when  i t  was  announced  tha t  t he  fa11  p roduc t i on  wou ld
be  "Tw j -1 i gh t  Wa1k " - -w i t h  23  peop le  i n  t he  cas t .  A  f i r s t  r es i gna t i on
occu r red  i n  t he  P roduce r  s lo t  w i th  Har ry  Dav is '  depar tu re ,due  to
added  work  p ressu res .  Gene  Burde t te  and  Jack  Benne t t  qu i ck l y  " f i l l ed
Har ry ' s  shoes"  and  work  was  underway  to  moun t  "Tw i l i gh t  Wa1k .  "  I t  was
to  .be  he ld  aga in  a t  Somers  H igh  and  aga in  w i th  Thu rsday  though
Sa tu rday  p roduc t i on  da tes - -Dec .  2B -30 ,  L97 l .  Team con tes t s  we re
s ta r t ed  among  t he  P laye rs  t o  see  who  cou ld  se I l  t he  mos t  t i c ke t s .  (The
team of  Lee MacKay & Ri ta  Cook won the pr ize--whatever  that  was.  There
i s  no  reco rd  o f  t he  p r i ze . )  Aga in  t he re  i s  no  reco rd  o f  t o ta l  t i c ke t
sa les  f o r  "Tw i l i gh t  Wa Ik "  bu t  t he  t r easu re r ' s  r epo r t  r e f l ec t s  a
s l i gh t  " p ro f i t "  o f  $179 .06 - - "be fo re  paymen t  o f  h i gh  schoo l  cus tod ia l
se rv i ce  ove r t ime .  "

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  i t s  f i r s t  y e a r /
s221  .52 .

t he  t r easu ry  ba lance  s tood  a t

THE SECOND YEAR.1.97 2

J a n u a r y ,  1 9 7 2 ,  f o u n d  t h e  n e w  t h e a t e r  g r o u p  r e a d y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  i t s
f i r s t  y e a r ' s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  S i x t y - f i v e  m e m b e r s / g u e s t s  g a t h e r e d
a t  a  d i n n e r  c o s t i n g  $ 5  a p i e c e  ( i n c l u d i n g  a n  o p e n  b a r )  a t  t h e  S o m e r s
I n n  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  y e a r  a n d  e l e c t  n e w  o f f i c e r s .  T h e  o n l y  o f f i c e r  r e -
elected was Malcolm Chadbourne as treasurer with Carl  Anderson
d e s i g n a t e d  a n  e x * o f f i c i o  b o a r d  m e m b e r  t o  e n s u r e  c o n t i n u i t y .  J o a n
Gaines  became the  second pres ident .  P layr :ead ing  cha i rman was Lar ry
Browne who repor ted  a t  an  ear ly  meet ing  he  had recru i ted  23  members
f o r  h i s  c o m m i t t e e .  T h e y  q u i c k l y  c h o s e  " P l a z a  S u i t e "  a s  t h e  S p r i n g
p r o d u c t i o n .  ( T h e r e  a r e  n o  r e c o r d s  o n  t i c k e t  s a l e s  o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f
" P l a z a  S u i t e .  "  )

@ffi !,9V2 HI@E@T9S
T h e  V i l l a g e  P l a y e r s :

" e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  f o r  S o m e r s  H i g h  g r a d u a t i n g
sen iors  and awarded $100 to  Sandy Coyne and $25 to  Mark
Henr ich , '
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"s ta r ted  a  ch i l d rens '  t hea te r  d i rec ted  by  Judy  Burme is te r ;
(The re  i s  l i t t l e  qeco rded  abou t  t h i s  en te rp r i se . )

"p roduced  "A1 l  Because  o f  Aga tha"  fo r  two  n igh ts - -e l im-
ina t i ng  the  Thursday  p roduc t i on  because  o f  poo r  a t ten -
dance at  the three prev ious shows.  "Agatha"  was the
f i r s t  p lay  d i rec ted  by  a  V i l l age  P laye rs  member - -
Larry  Browne.  I t  featured Shi r ley DaCosta as Agatha.
(Ed i t o r ' s  no te :  Subsequen t  p rog ram no tes  desc r i be  "A11
Because  o f  Aga tha "  as  a  " smash  h i t . "  Th i s  was  l a rge l y
because  o f  Sh i r l ey ' s  e f f o r t s  a t  t i c ke t  sa les  f r om he r
ve ry  v i s i b l e  pos i t i on  as  t he  ma in  c l e r k  i n  Somers  D rug
S to re - -a t  t ha t  t ime  t he  on l y  s t o re  i n  t ha t  shopp ing
p1aza .  Sh i r l ey  had  an  i n fec t i ous ,  p l eas ing  pe rsona l i t y
t ha t  made  i t  easy  t o  say  " yes "  t o  he r  t i c ke t  sa les  sug -
ges t i ons .  She  was  a  we l l - known  Somers  f i gu re  and  he r
appearance  on  s tage  c rea ted  an  i dea l  d raw fo r  t h i s  ra the r
b i za r re  comedy .  Th i s  p roduc t i on  a l so  exemp l i f i ed  the  t rue
mean ing  o f  " commun i t y  t hea te r "  because  La r ry  B rowne  cas t
some people not  so much by audi t ion but  because of  h is
know ledge  o f  t he  peop le  and  wha t  he  pe rce i ved  as  the i r
" t hea te r "  po ten t i a l .  One  th inks  o f  Mary  O l i ve r  and  M i l l i e
Wesson  who  had  neve r  though t  o f  t hemse lves  as  "ac to rs "  bu t ,
w i t h  La r r y ' s  pe rsuas ion  and  d i r ec t i on ,  t ook  on  cha rac te r
ro les  much  to  the  de l i gh t  o f  peop le  i n  t he  aud ience  who
knew them.  )

" changed  the  " thea te r  yea r "  f rom January -December  to  Ju l y -
June  and  e l ec ted  new  o f f i ce r s  i n  m id - yea r  w i t h  Ewar t
Lockye r  as  t he  t h i r d  p res iden t .

" showed  a  t r easu ry  ba lance  on  9 /22 /72  o f  $9 .24 ;  t he re  a re
no  o the r  f i nanc ia l  reco rds  fo r  t he  yea r .

1 97 3 HIGHL IGHTS-PRODUCTIONS

"APRIL- -p resented  "Haunted  Honeymoon"  - -d i rec ted  by  Lar ry  Brovrne ,
w i t h  s e t t i n g  a n d  l i g h t i n g  d e s i g n e d  a l s o  b y  L a r r y  B r o w n e .  T h e
f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  q u o t e  f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m  n o t e s  f o r  t h i s  c o m e d y - - " w i t h  a
r a r e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t a l e n t  ( b o t h  a m a t e u r  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  )  a v a i l a b l e
t o  a  s m a l l  l o c a 1  t h e a t r e  g r o u p ,  t h e  V i l l a g e  P l a y e r s  h a v e  e n j o y e d
c r i t i c s  a c c l a i m  f o r  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .
E n h a n c i n g  t h e  e x c e l l - e n t  s t a g i n g ,  a c t i n g ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i g h t i n g ,
u n i q u e  a n d  e l a b o r a t e  s e t s  o f  " B r o a d w a y "  q u a l i t y  a r e  e a g e r l y
a n t i c i p a t e d  b y  p l a y g o e r s  a t  e a c h  s u c c e e d i n g  p r o d u c t i o n . "  ( E d i t o r ' s
n o t e :  m u c h  o f  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  " B r o a d w a y "  q u a l i t y  m u s t  g o  t o  t a r r y
B r o w n e  f o r  h i s  s t r o n g  h a n d  i n  d e s i g n  a s  w e l l  a s  e x e c u t i o n .  H i - s
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years  w i th  the  o ld  Somers  P layhouse  as  we l l -  as  h i s  deep  pe rsona l
in terest  i -n  a l l  aspects  of  theater  made a unique and-  e i t remely
va luab le  con t r i bu t i on  t o  t he  V i l l age  p l aye rs . )

MUSTcAL woRKSHoP HELD--on June 22,  r973 somers Town Hat l  was
ove r f l ow ing  w i th  cheer ing  pa t rons  fo r  a  mus ica l  revue  assemb led  by
Sh i r l ey  DaCos ta  and  Be t t y  Ha l I  (H ibbs ) .  (Ed i to r ' s  no te :  t h i s  was  no t
s t r i c t l y  speak ing  a  "V i l 1age  P laye rs "  p roduc t i on .  Sh i r l ey  and  Be t t y
we re  t r y i ng  t o  p romo te  t he  i dea  o f  t he  P laye rs  pu t t i ng  on  a  mus i ca l .
The  aud ience  response  was  ce r t a i n t y  pos i t i ve  bu t  i t  wou ld  be  f i ve
more  yea rs  be fo re  t he  f i r s t  v i l l age  p l aye rs  mus i ca l - - " sou th
Pac i  f i c .  "  )

"DON'T  DRfNK THE WATER" - -d . i r ec ted  by  Wa ldo  Goodermote ,a  ve rsa t i l e
d i r ec to r  f r om the  sp r i ng f i e l d  a rea - -w i t h  a  cas t  o f  1 ,7 .
(An  i n te res t i ng  l i t t I e  t i db i t  g l eaned  f r om the  p rog ram:  Mark  R i v -
a rd  i s  l i s t ed  unde r  " se t  cons t ruc t i on " - -a l ong  w i l n  n : . s  f a the r ,  G i1
and  Mark ' s  two  b ro the rs . - -How o1d  were  you ,  t r , t a i t<Z )  M inu tes  re f l ec t  no
de ta i l s  abou t  aud ience  numbers .  r t  wasbga in  a  two -n igh t  p roduc t i on ,
on  Nov .  9  &  10 -  No ta t i on  was  made  tha l  each  VP-e r  was  a l l o ted  5
t i cke ts  ap iece  to  se11 .  Mar ianne  Myrac le  c rea ted  tags  to  be  worn  as
p ray  adve r t i semen t .  A  "p ro f i t "  o f  $353 .49  sugges ts  l na t  t h i s  woody
AI len  comedy  was  we l l  a t t ended .

L97 4 HIGHLIGHTS-PRODUCTIONS
" T h e  c u r i o u s  S a v a g e " - - a  c o m e d y  d i r e c t e d  b y  B i r l  p o l e r i ,  s p r i n g -
f i e l d  t h e a t e r  a c t i v i s t ,  8 1 1 1  w l s  t o  b e c o m e  a  p r i m e  m o v e r  o f  c r A ,  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  t h e a t e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  W e s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  V i l t a g e
P l a y e r s  j o i n e d  t h i s  g r o u p  a n d  w e r e  a c t i v e  i n  i t  u n t i l  C o n n e c t i c u t
f o r m e d  i t s  o w n  g r o u p .  ( M o r e  a b o u t  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i r l  a p p e a r
l a t e r  i n  t h i s  h i s t o r y .  )  " C u r i o u s  S a v a g e "  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  o n  t w o  n i g h t s
i n  M a y ,  1 9 7 4  a t  S o m e r s  H i g h .  M i n u t e s  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  p l a y  " 1 o s t  a 6 o u tsB0.

" s a b r i n a  F a i r " - - a  p r a y  o n  w h i c h  t h e  m o v i e  " s a b r i n a "  w a s  b a s e d .
P r e s e n t e d  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 2  a n d  2 3 ,  i t  w a s  a  p r e c e d e n t - s e t t i n g
per fo rmance as  i t  was  the  f i rs t  o f  many p lays  d i re i ted  by  Herb  Legg.( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  i t  i s  a l m o s t  i m p 6 s s r b r e  t o  o v e r s t a t e  t h ec o n t r i b u t i o n s  H e r b  m a d e  t o  t h e  v i l l i g e .  p l a y e r s .  H e  w a s  a n  i n -v e t e r a t e  o p t i m i s t - - a  s u p r e m e  " c a n  d o "  w i r k e r .  N o t h l n g  s e e m e d  b e y o n dh i s  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  i n t - e r e s t  w h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  t h e w o r l d o f  t h e a t e r .  H e
c o u l d  a c t - - a n d  v e r y  w e l l - - b o t h  c o m i c  a n d  s e r l o u s  p a r t s !  H e  h a d  a ni n s t i n c t  f o r  d i r e c t i - n g  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  a r i s e  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  a n d
e f f o r t l e s s l y  a t  h i s  r e h e a r s a l s .  T e c h n i c a t -  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e a t e r  d i dn o t  d a u n t  h i m  a n d  h e  w a s  a l w q y s  t h e r e  w h e n e v e r  t h e  p l a y e r s  h a d  a  j o b
t o  d o '  W h a t  a  l e g a c y  H e r U - t e T F a n d  w h a t  b i g  " s h o e s "  h e  l e f t  t o  f  i l - l !  )" s a b r l n a  F a i r "  

- h q 9  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  s e t  d e s i g n e d  b y  L a r r y  B r o w n ea s s l s t e d  b y  J i m  A n t h o n y ,  w i t h  a  d i s t i n c t  e m p h a ! i s  o n  " l e s s  i s  m o r e . , 'r n c o m p l e t e  s e t  p i e c e s  w e r e  d e l i b e r a t e r y  d e l i g n e d ,  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  a n dl i g h t e d  n o t  a s  r e a L l s t j - c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  b u f  a s  " s u g g e s t i o n s , ,  o f
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of  what  the set  p ieces were supposed to represent .

This  year  an audience survey was conducted wi th  resul ts  showing 25%
f  avo r ing  d ramas  ;  2o% wan t ing  to  see  mus i - ca1s , .  and  542  l i t < ing
comed ies .  (Appa ren t l y ,  1% was  undec ided . )

No  t r easu ry  ba lance  f o r  L974  i s  ava i l ab le .

-L975-

Two product ions were presented--one,  "The seven year  r tch"  has
the  d i s t i nc t i on  o f  be ing  the  on l y  v i l l age  p laye rs  p lay  tha t  was  so
wel l  received that  i t  was held over  for  an unplanned seco4d week-end.
(Here ' s  a  quo te  f rom the  J I  rev iew :  "Suppor
can  be  j us t l y  p roud  o f  t h i s  t hea te r  g roup ' s  ae r i . gn t f u r
p resen ta t i on . . .  "  The  rev iew  con t i nues ,  "  He rbe r t  Legg  does  a  sp lend id
job  as  R icha rd  Sherman  and  some o f  h i s  f ac ia l  exp ress ions  have  to  be
seen  t o  be  be1 ieved . . .  "  A1so ,  r ece i v i ng  c r i t i ca l  p ra i se  we re
caror ine Penna as The Gir1,  Maggie Harr ison,  Jan Budington,  tor ra ine
Moses ,  T im  Da i l ey ,  and  Gene  po l ch lopek .  (Ed i to r ' s  no te :  t h i s  e ras
t ru l v  an  excep t i ona l  p roduc t i on  wh ich  es tab l i shed  Herb  as  a  much
sough t  a f t e r  ac to r .  r t  was  i n  t h i s  p l ay  t ha t  we  f i r s t  hea rd  h i s
i n im i t ab le  "heh ,  heh .  "  )

The  second  p roduc t i on  o f  t h i s  yea r ,  "N igh t  Mus t  Fa r1 , "  p roduced  on
November  7  &  B ,  con ta ined  th ree  th ings  wor th  no t i ng .  I t  was  the  f i r s t
p lay wi th  Martha But ler  in  the cast .  (Martha had been very helpfu l  in
p rov id ing  pub l i c i t y  f o r  t he  p laye rs - - -a  ha rd - found  commoa l t y  i n
those  ea r l y  yea rs - - th rough  he r  w ide l y - read  coLumn in  a  k ree
newspaper  o f  t he  t ime ,  The  Nor the rn  Connec t i cu t  Bazaar . )  A1so ,  iD
th i s  p lay ,  Jane  Legg  made  one  o f  he r  ra re  s tage  appearances .  F ina l1y ,
i t  is  the f i rs t  o f  many p lays where Wendy pel l rson was the , re iy
capable s tage manager .

I n  t h e s e  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  d i n n e r  t h e a t e r  a t  A y a - p o ,
t h e  P l a y e r s  s t i l 1  s t r u g g l e d  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  A  n e w  i d e a
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(whose?)  su r faced  i n  7975 :  bu i l d  a  boo th  and  se l l  mea tba l l  g r i nde rs
at  the Four  Town Fai r .  There are no records as to  who designed or
bu i l t  t he  boo th .  I t  had  the  appearance  o f  a  sma l1  c i r cus  ten t  w i th  a
sma l l  t r i angu la r  " f l ag ' r  f l y i ng  a t  t he  t op .Kay  McNamara  made  t he
mea tba l l s  and  many  o f  t he  P laye rs ,  a t  ass igned  t imes ,  so ld  t he
g r inde rs .  The  l oca t i on  was  i dea l  and  the  ac t i v i t y  con t i nued  a t  a
p ro f i t ab le  pace  f o r  seve ra l  yea rs .

1976 GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS

GOOD NEWS

T h e  o n r y  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  L 9 7 6  w a s  " B l i t h e  s p i r i t " - - a n  a m b i t i o u s
a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s e n t  t h i s  c h a l l e n g i n g  N o e t  c o w a r d  c o m e d y .  r t  w a s
s u c c e s s f u l  b o t h  a r t i s t i c a l l y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  p l a y  i n
w h i c h  D e e  a n d  J o h n  M o a k  m a d e  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  p l a y e r s ' d e b u t s .

O t h e r  g o o d  n e w s :  T h e  F o u r  T o w n  F a i r  b o o t h  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  p r o f i t  o f
s325 .

BAD NEWS

Mar tha  But le r ,  who was cas t  as  Madame Arca t i  j .n  "B l i the  sp i r i t ,  "  fe l r
d u r i n g  r e h e a r s a l  a n d  i n j u r e d  h e r  a n k l e .  A  d i r e c t o r ,  s o m e w h a t  o u t  o f
t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  a s k e d  M a r t h a  t o  s t a n d  o n  a
c h a i r  b e i n g  u s e d  i n  r e h e a r s a l  i n  l i e u  o f  a  c o u c h .  T h e  c h a i r  m o v e d  a n d
s h e  f e l 1 .  M a r t h a  w a s  a  s u p e r  g o o d  s p o r t  a b o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a n d  w e n t  o n
b r a v e l y  w i t h  r e m a i n i n g  r e h e a r s a l s  a n d  t h e  s h o w - - a l w a y s  w i t h  h e r
i n f e c t i o u s  s m i l e ,  d e s p i t e  h e r  p a i n .

A l s o ,  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  a  p l a y  o c c u r e d .  I t  h a d  b e e n
a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  c a s t  a n d  w a s  i n  f i n a l  d e s i g n  s t a g e s  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r ,
car l  Anderson.  un for tunate ly ,  d r  appropr ia te  ac to i  courd  no t  be
found fo r  a  key  ro le  and "Born  Yes terday"  was never  p roduced.  19?6 was
t o  g o  d o w n  i n  h i s t o r y  a s  a  " o n e  p l a y  y e a r ' ,  f o r  t h e  v i l r a g e
P l a y e r s .
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L97 7 -A YEAR OF '' F I RSTS ''

Fo l l ow ing  a re  t he  " f i r s t s "  t ha t  occu red  i n  1 ,977 :

* "A rsen ic  and  O ld  Lace"  became the  f i r s t  VP  p lay  p roduced  by  a
commit tee and the f i rs t  d i rected by a woman--Sue McConnel l .

* I n  March ,  t he  f i r s t  V i l l age  P laye rs  s ta t i one ry  w i th  the
dis t inct ive VP logo (which had been designed by Car l  Anderson)  was
p r i n ted .

*A t  Sue  McConne l l ' s  sugges t i on ,  t he  VP  mee t i ngs  began  t o  be  he ld
fo r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  in  members '  homes  ra the r  t han  a t  t he  Town
Ha11 .

* In  Oc tobe r ,  i t  was  vo ted  to  go  ahead  w i th  the  f i r s t  mus ica l .  I t
was to  be produced by an ad hoc commit tee consis t ing of  Bet ty  Hal I
(Hibbs), Marie hlest (Reardon), Marianne Myracle, Sandy Rogers
(Kowalsk i ) ,  Gene A1lard,  Caro l  Ekenbarger ,  Jan Stevens,  & J im
Rogers .  They  se t  a  ten ta t i ve  p roduc t i on  da te  o f  M"y ,  1 ,978 .

The  Four  Town  Fa i r  boo th  p ro f i t  t h i s  yea r  was  $1 "98

The  T reasu ry  ba lance  a t  yea r ' s  end  was  $2100 .96

The year  ended w i th  a  p roduc t ion  o f  "Las t  o f  the  Red Hot  Lovers"
d i rec ted  by  Herb  Legg and fea tur ing  Arn ie  Woods o f  West  Spr ing f ie ld
i n  h i s  V P  d e b u t .  ( A r n i e  w a s  t o  d i r e c t  a n d  a p p e a r  i n  s e v e r a l  s u c c e e d i n g
V P  s h o w s .  )
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-1978-

PREMIER EVENTS

Th is  yea r  was  to  become no ted  fo r  two  new t ypes  o f  p roduc t i ons .  f n
May ,  " sou th  Pac i f i c "  became  the  f i r s t  o f  many  mus i ca l s .  second ry ,  i n
t he  f a11 ,  "Fo r t y  ca ra t s "  t ook  i t s  p l ace  as  t he  f i r s t  o f  e i gh teen  (  t o
da te )  d inne r  t hea te rs  a t  Camp Aya-po .

SOUTH PACIFIC

The  s ta t i s t i cs :  D i rec ted  by  George  Dawson ;  p roduced  by  sandy  Rogers
(Kowa lsk i )  &  Jan  S tephens ;  cho reographed  by  L j - z  Can t ie td ;  mus lca l
accompan imen t  by  Jonny  Marks ,  who  p layed  p iano  fo r  a l l  r ehearsa l s ,  as
we l l  as  the  p roduc t i on ,  and  co l i n  Haml in ,  who  p layed  bass  fo r  t he
p roduc t i on .  Joe  Ko lw icz  s ta r red  as  Emi le  w i th  Sue  McConne l l  as
Ne11 ie ,  and  Gene  A l l a rd  as  B i11 i s .  The  cho rus  cons i s ted  o f  e l even
women and s ix  men.  Mar ianne Myrac le & Paul  Sonski  began the i r  set
des ign /cons t ruc t i on  co l l abo ra t i on  w i th  th i s  show.  Cos tumes  were
designed,  made or  assembled by Joanne Chadbourne & Bla i r  Walker .  )(Ed i t o r ' s  no te :  t hose  o f  us  l ucky  enough  t o  be  i nvo l ved  i n  t h i s
p roduc t j -on  remember  ou r  "work "  no t  as  work  bu t ,  f o r  t he  mos t  pa r t ,
" f un .  "  "Sou th  Pac i f i c "  i s  f u l l  o f  g rea t  mus i c  and ,  w i t h  t he  r l a t l y
t a l en ted  s i nge rs ,  r ehea rsa l s  o f t en  rang  ou t  w i t h  app lause .  wo r t<
pa r t i es  t o  bu i l d  se t s  o r  t o  make  cos tumes  we re  a l - so  f i l l ed  w i t h  t he
op t im i s t i c  sp i r i t  engende red  by  t he  p l ay  and  i t s  cas t  and  c rew .  Any
doub ts  abou t  t he  ab i l i t y  o f  t he  P laye rs  to  pu t  on  a  mus ica l  r r re re
qu i ck l y  d i spe l l ed .  Aud iences  responded  ve ry  pos i t i ve l y  and  t he
p receden t  was  se t  f o r  t he  easy  se lec t i on  o f  subsequen t  mus ica l s  as  a
r i gh t  p l ay  se lec t i on  f o r  t he  p l aye rs .  )

FORTY CARATS

U n l 1 k e  p r o d u c i n g  a  m u s l - c a l ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n
f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  d o i n g  a  d i n n e r  t h e a t e r  a r o s e  q u i t e
sudden ly .  Bet ty  Ha l l  (H ibbs)  &  Mar ie  west  (Reardon)  had been a t  a
wedd ing  recept ion  a t  camp Aya-po and became capt iva ted  w i th  the
ldea o f  us ing  Avery  Ha l l  a t  the  camp fo r  a  d inner  show.  The s tage,
k i t c h e n ,  a n d  h a l l  w e r e  t h e r e  r e a d y  t o  b e  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a
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t hea te r .  Be t t y  and  Mar i e ' s  en thus iasm he ld  sway  aga ins t  any
naysaye rs .  John  Moak  was  en l i s ted  as  "Mag i , c  Che f ,  "  as  he  was  l i s ted  i n
the  p rog ram.  "Fo r t y  Cara ts "  was  se lec ted  as  the  p lay  to  be  p resen ted
on  two  week -ends  ( f ou r  n i gh t s )  a t  a  t i c ke t  p r i ce  o f  $6 .50 .  r n  t he
f i r s t  yea rs ,  t he  p r i ce  i nc tuded  ho rs  d 'oeuv res  p rov ided  by  members .
Beer  and  w ine  a t  50 -75  cen ts  a  g lass  were  so ld  f rom an  un l i censed  ba r .
One  o f  t he  c leve res t  b i t s  o f  pub l i c i t y  f o r  t he  show was  an  en t r y  i n
t he  Fou r  Town  Fa i r  pa rade .  Seve ra l  VP-e rs  d ressed  as  " ca r ro t s ' and
marched  in  a  1 ine .  (Ano the r  ea r l y  pub l i c i t y  g imrn i ck  was  a  l a rge
banner  announcing the p lays f rom the upper  porch of  the Somers fnn l  )
W i th  r eco rds  show ing  a  p ro f i t  o f  $1420 .7 I  f o r  t he  f i r s t  d i nne r
thea te r ,  i t  was  obv ious  tha t  t he  P laye rs  had  found  a  success fu l  way  to
f i nance  i t s  ope ra t i ons .

OTHER 1.918 NOTABLE I TEMS

*  Nov .  17  Sh i r l ey  Cour to i s  (Warne r )  was  i n t roduced  as  a  new member .
Sh i r l ey  had  been  p rev ious l y  ac t i ve  w i th  En f i e rd  s tage  company -
recen t l y  de func t  because  o f  a  f i r e .

*December  15 :  Sh i r l ey  a r ranged  f o r  a  g i f t  t o  t he  P laye rs  o f  t hea te r
l i gh ts  p rev ious l y  used  by  En f i e ld  S t i ge  Company

*Decembe t  29 :  La r ry  B rowne  gave  a  pa rce l  o f  l and  beh ind  h i s  house  to
the  P laye rs .  A t  t he  same t ime ,  i t  was  vo ted  to  i nves t i ga te  the
poss ib le  pu rchase  o f  some p re - fab  schoo l  bu i l d ings  no  l onger  needed
by  the  town  o f  Newtown ,  connec t i cu t .  They  were  soon  uougn t  by  the
P laye rs  fo r  $350  ap iece  and  a r rangemen ts  were  made  to  move  them to  the
land  La r r y  had  dona ted .

-1979-

THE YEAR OF THE BUILDINGS--THE TAKING
DOWN MOVEMENT AND RE - CONS TRUCT I ON- -
THE "AGONY AND THE ECSTACY"

T o  p u t  i t  s i m p l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  d i s m a n t l e d  i n  M a r c h
a n d  t h e  r e - e r e - c t i o n  b e g a n  i n  A p r i l .  S u c n  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  s t a t e -
m e n t  d o e s n ' t  b e g i n  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  w o r k  e n t a i r L a .  r t  s o u n d s  s o
s i m p l e .  " T a k e  a p a r t  t h e  p i e - s h a p e d  p i e c e s  o f  t h e  r o o f  a n d  f l o o r .
D i s c o n n e c t  t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r - s n a p e O  w i r r  p a n e l s .  M o v e  t h e  p i e c e s  t o
M o u n t a i n  R o a d ,  s o m e r s .  p u t  i t  a l l  b a c k  t o g e t h e r . "  E n t h u s i a s m  f o r
h a v i n g  o u r  o w n  b u i l d i n g s  o n  o u r  o w n  l a n d  h e l p e d  t o  m o t i v a t e  t h e
w o r k e r s  f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e .  A s k  G e n e  A 1 l a r d ,  B i l l  M a r s e l e ,  M a l c o l m
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Chadbourne, Bruce Tyler, John Moak, or anyone else involved in the
p ro jec t .  Wha t  s ta r ted  ou t  as  " fun "  soon  became jus t  p la in  "ha rd
work . "  The  P laye rs  were  ab le  to  ge t  t he  f i r s t  bu i l d ing  i n  p lace  bu t
the energy just  wasn' t  there to  f in ish the second.  An independent
con t rac to r  was  h i red  to  e rec t  and  f i n i sh  i t .  (As  an  anc i l l a r y
bene f i t ,  some schoo l  f u rn i t u re  tha t  came w i th  the  bu i l d ings  was  so ld
to  A l l  Sa in t s  Chu rch  f o r  $200 .  A1so ,  f l uo rescen t  l i gh t s  f r om the
schoo l  bu i l d i ngs  we re  used  l a te r  i n  M i l l pond  P layhouse . )

OTHER 797 9 EVENTS

*The  f i r s t  o f  seve ra l  ska t i ng  pa r t i es  i n  subsequen t  yea rs  was  he ld  a t
Moaks '  t h i s  w in te r

*"A Vj .ew From The Br idge"  was produced in  an innovat ive product ion
designed and d i rected by Larry  Browne.  The basement  of  the Town Hal1
was  t rans fo rmed  in to  a  semi - thea te r - i n - the - round .
(Ed i t o r ' s  no te :  much  cou ld  be  w r i t t en  abou t  t h i s  p roduc t i on .  Aga in ,
as  i n  mov ing  the  bu i l d ings ,  a  l o t  o f  e f fo r t  was  expended  to  make  the
basemen t  a  " t hea te r "  t o  show  the  d i f f e ren t  scenes  f r om the  p l ay  se t  on
the  B rook l yn  wa te r f ron t .  Th i s  p lay  i s  a l - so  no tab le  as  the  one  where
George  Sch i sse l  f i r s t  appea red  i n  a  cha rac te r  pa r t .  )

' t "Guys  and  Do11s ,  "  p roduced  in  June ,  became the  second  success fu l  VP
musica l .  Again,  innovat ive s taging by Mar ianne Myrac le and paul
Sonsk i  c rea ted  exc i t i ng  backd rops  fo r  t he  L7  scenes .  Th i r t y -e igh t
cas t  members  under  the  d i rec t i on  o f  B la i r  Wa lke r  were  ass i s ted
backs tage  by  a t  l eas t  t ha t  many  worke rs .  (The  p lay  showed  a  p ro f i t  o f
s1657  . 17  \

* "D ia l  M For  Murder "  became the  second d inner  theater  and ran  fo r
t h r e e  t w o - n i g h t  w e e k - e n d s .  ( P r o f i t :  9 1 5 8 3 . 9 1  )

* L y n n  P e i c z a r k a
amount

was awarded s c h o l a r s h i p - - n o r e c o r d  o f  t h e
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-1980-
*Land  g i f t ed  by  La r ry  B rowne  assessed  by  town  a t  $17 ,000

*T reasu ry  ba lance  i n  Janua ry :  95805 .

*P roduced  th ree  p lays  du r ing  the  yea r :

"How the  o the r  Ha l f  Loves " - - f ou r  n i gh t s  i n  Feb rua ry  &  March ;

"How to  Succeed  in  Bus iness  Wi thou t  Rea l l y  T ry ing " - - fou r
n igh ts  i n  May ;

"Cac tus  F lower " - -d inne r  t hea te r  on  th ree  week -ends  i n  fa l1 ;
(Ra i sed  t i c ke t  p r i ce  t o  $9 ;  p ro f i t  $1775 . )

*Dec ided  to  do  on l y  two  shows  a  yea r  i n  t he  fu tu re ;

*Rece i ved  $1483 .88  g i f t  f r om de func t  En f i e l d  s tage  company ;

, tRece ived  $200  g i f t  f r om Ae tna  to  be  used  to  make  a  road  i n to
the  Moun ta in  Road  bu i l d i ngs ;

*En te red  the  sp r ing f i e td  c rA  ( commun i t y  Thea te r  Assn .  )  d rama
fes t i va l  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  i n  May  w i t h  " r ecogn i t i on  scene "  f r om
"Anas tas ia " ;  d i rec ted  by  M.  chadbourne ,  s ta r r i ng  sh i r rey  cou r to i s
(Warner) ,  Sandy Rogers (Kowalsk i )  & Gene Polchtopek.  Won award for
"Bes t  Se t  Des ign "  f o r  t he  f es .b i va l  .

-TENTH ANNIVERSARY YEAR- 1 98 1 -
T h e  y e a r  b e g a n  w i t h  a . f e s t i v e  t e n t h  " b i r t h d a y  p a r t y "  o n  J a n u a r y  1 . 7

a t  t h e  S o m e r s  I n n  B a r n .  A b o u t  1 0 0  V P - e r s  g a t h e r e d  f o r  " g o o d i e s "  a n d
w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  a  s h o w  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  1 5 *  s k i t s ,  s o n g s ,  d a . r " e s ,  a n d
n o s t a l g i c  b i t s  a n d  s c e n e s  f r o m V P  p r o d u c t i o n s  d o n e  t o  i a t e .  ( C o p y  o f
p r o g r a m  a t t a c h e d .  )

* F i  r s t
N o s a l .

Other 1981_ Highliqhts
r n v e s t m e n t  (  $ 5 0 0 0  )  i n  M u t u a l  F u n d s  u n d e r  a d v i c e  o f  A 1
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*CTA  en t r y ,  se l ec t i on  f r om uA l l  My  Sons , "  d i r ec ted  by  Gene
Polch lopek;  s tar r ing Herb Legg,  $h i r ley Cour to is  (Warner)  ,Wendy
Pe te rson ,  and  B i l l  Marse le .  Rece ived  Honorab le  Men t i . on  fo r  Se t ,
P roduc t i on ,  D i rec to r ,  and  Ac to r  (He rb ) ;  se l ec t i on  wen t  on  t o
Reg iona ls  i n  Nashua ,  N .H .  because  the  Winn ing  CTA en t r y  dec l i ned
to  go  t o  Reg iona l s .

*P roduc t i ons  t h i s  yea r :

"Ok lahoma! "  on  th ree  week -ends  i n  Ap r i l  and  May ;

"Ex i t  t he  Body"  on  th ree  week -ends  i n  Sep .  and  Oc t .
(T i cke t  p r i ce  ra i sed  t o  $10 ;  p ro f i t : $3237  . 43 ;  menu  f ea tu red
tu rkey  te t razz in i  )  .

*Scho la rsh ip  o f  $250  awarded  to  Judy  Shaver .

*F i r s t  poo l  pa r t y  a t  Moaks -on  Aug  .  22 .

* Innova t i ons  fo r  pub l i c i t y  i nc luded  a  new s ign  c rea ted  by
Mar ianne  Myrac le  p laced  on  the  CBT (now F lee t  )  bank  l awn i  pa r t  o f
t he  cas t  o f  "Ok lahoma ! "  appea red  i n  Womens '  C lub  f ash ion  show .

: tGeorge Orme repor ted at  a  November meet ing that  the "Legion
Ha l1 "  m igh t  be  ava j . l ab le  f o r  t he  P laye rs  t o  use .

' tMinutes ref lect  on December 6 that  an agreement  between the town
and  the  P laye rs  i s  be ing  worked  on  to  secu re  VP use  o f  t he
"Leg ion  Ha l1 .  "

-1982-
HIGHLIGHTS

* P r o d u c t i o n s :

"A  Funny Th ing  Happened On The Way To The Forum"
( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  a  " g o o d  n e w s " - " b a d  n e w s "  s h o w ;

"good news" - -who can fo rge t  John Moak do ing
"Everybody Ought  to  Have a  Maid"  o r  Norm Pease
a s  E r r o n i u s ?  " b a d  n e w s " - - a  c a s t  c h a n g e  w h e r e  t h e
d i r e c t o r  h a d  t o  t a k e  o v e r  a  p r i n c i p a l  r o l e  a f t e r
r e h e a r s a l s  h a d  b e g u n .  )
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P roduc t i ons  i n  1982  ( con t ' d .  )  :

" ca l i f o rn ia  su i te "  (had  two  d i rec to rs :  wendy  pe te rson  and
B i l l  Ma rse le ) ;  f i r s t  t ime  i n  t he  f i ve  yea rs  o f  d i nne r
thea te rs  a  pe rm i t  was  secu red  fo r  t he  ba r .  L ions  c lub
ass i s ted  w i th  the  ras t  week -end ,  s ince  a  c lub  can  on l y  ge t
pe rm i t  f o r  two  week -ends .  p ro f  j _ t :  94100 .

*$250  scho la rsh ip  awarded  to  Ma t thew Bu t le r .

*Two  workshops  p resen ted  fo r  mee t ing  o f  F r i ends  o f  t he  L ib ra ry .

*F i r s t  mee t i ng  he ld  i n  "Leg ion  Ha l l "  on  Aug .  20 ,  1 ,992 .

*F loa t  i n  Fou r  Town  Fa i r  pa rade  was  a  mode l  o f  "Leg ion  Har r .  "

xVo ted  i n  Oc tobe r  t o  r en t  a  pos t  o f f i ce  box .

*Vo ted  on  Oc t .  15 ,  I 9B2  t o  r ename  the  "Leq ion  Ha l_1 "

-MILLPOND PLAYHOUSE-

-L983-
HIGHLIGHTS

* M i s s i n g  S t a g e  L i g h t s  c a m e  t o  t h e

r .Even ing  o f  One Ac ts  p resented  a t
o n  F e b .  4  &  5 .  ( T h e s e  w e r e  p l a y s
m i n i m a l  s e t s  a n d  l i g h t i n g .  S h o w s :
a n d  " N e x t .  "  )

a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  P l a y e r s .

M a b e l l e  B .  A v e r y  S c h o o l
or  segments  p roduced w i th

" V a n i t i e s " ;  " 8 1 a c k  &  S i l v e r "

* " L i t t l e  K i  a n d  t h e  S e r p e n t " * - a  C h i l d r e n s '
d i rec ted  by  Kathy  Welch  and presented  in
T o w n  H a l 1 .

T h e a t e r  p r o d u c t i o n
February  a t  Somers

* S i g n e d  f i r s t  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t o w n  f o r  l e a s e  o f  M i l l p o n d  p l a y h o u s e
( R e n t :  $ 1 / y e a r  )  .

* B o u g h t  n e w  l i g h t s ,  s p e n d i n g  9 2 6 7 9 . 1 4 ;  r e c e i v e d .  i n s u r a n c e  c l a i m
i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ 3 0 0 0  f o r  m i s s i n g  l i g h t s ;  t u r n e d  o v e r  $ 2 0 2 3  o f
the  insurance amount  to  ta r ry  s rowne 5s  some o f  the  miss ing
l i g h t s  b e l o n g e d  t o  h i m .
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t vo ted  t o  buy  a  Bu l k  Ma i l i n ^  Po rm i i -

*Became a member of  Act /Conn--new communi ty  theater  associat ion
in  Connec t i cu t .

*Awarded  a  $250  scho la rsh ip  to  Rhonda  Ven tu ra ,  Somers  H igh  Sen io r
and gave a $50 bond to Maureen McMann, a student at Somers
Jun io r  H igh .

*Es tab l i shed  M i l l pond  P layhouse  Assoc ia t i on  to  ca re  fo r  phys i ca l
p rope r t i es  owned / leased  by  the  P laye rs ;  a l so ,  t h i s  assoc ia t i on
i s  used  to  app ly  fo r  ba r  pe rm i t  f o r  t he  th i rd  week -end  a t
Aya -Po .

*Peg  and  S tan ley  Mu1ak  dona ted  a  p iano  wh ich  was  used  i n  the  d in -
ne r  t hea te r  (  "No  Mo the r  t o  Gu ide  Her "  )  and  then  i t  was  to  moved
to  M i l l pond  P layhouse .

*Vo ted  to  i ns ta l l  a  t e leohone  a t  M i l l pond .

* I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o d u c t i o n s  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  a l s o  p u t  o n  a
S p r i n g  s h o w  o n  t w o  w e e k - e n d s  i n  M a y .  I t  w a s  c a l l e d  " T h i e v e s "  a n d
i s  l a r g e l y  r e m e m b e r e d  f o r  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  " M e e s t e r "  l i n e  b y  B o b
DeDauln ie rs .

*Joanne Chadbourne establ ished,  as Ways & Means chai rperson,  a
new reco rd  fo r  moneys  dona ted  to  the  P laye rs - -$ l000 .  She  sen t
100  l e t t e r s  and  go t  36  pos i t i ve  responses - - l - 6  pa t rons  and  20
adve r t i se r s .  Th i s  r eco rd  has  ye t  t o  be  b roken .

-1984-

HIGHLIGHTS

* J a n u a r y - - T e l e p h o n e  i n s t a l ] e d  a t  M i 1 l p o n d .

' t F e b r u a r y - - " B u s  S t o p "  p r o d u c e d  f o r  t w o  w e e k - e n d s  a t  S o m e r s  H i g h ;
( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  I  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  n i g h t
t h a t  I  h a d  t o  h o l d  t h e  o p e n i n g  c u r t a i n  t o  a l l o w  t i m e  f o r  t h e
l e a d  a c t o r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  f r o m  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  t o  g e t
t h e  b o o t s  h e  l e f t  a t  h o m e .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  b o o t s  w e r e  v e r y  m u c h
a key  par t  o f  h is  cos tume.  The t ime e lapsed was probab ly  about  a
h a l f  h o u r ,  b u t  i t  s e e m e d  l i k e  a n  e t e r n i t y  t o  m e ! ) .

*Apri l - -Straron Burr and Jay Baker put on a make-up workshop at
M i l l p o n d  a s  a  m e e t i n g  p r o g r a m .  S h a r o n  a n d  J a y  w e r e  a c t i v e  m e m -
b e r s  o f  t h e  W i n d s o r  J e s t e r s .
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*Ap r i l - -Took  cu t t i ng  o f  "Bus  S top "  t o  Ac t /Conn  resu l t i ng  i n  Bes t
Actor  award for  Michael  Mart in ;  Best  Suppor t ing Actor  award to
Herb Legg; and Best Set award to Marianne Myracle and Tim Welch.

*May--Bought  100 chai rs  which George Orme d iscovered as surp lus
p rope r t y  o f  Hami l t on  S tandard .  Pu rchase  o f  t hese  cha i r s  made  i t
no  l onger  necessa ry  to  "beg ,  bo r row  o r  s tea l "  cha i r s  f o r  Aya -PO.
They  were  a l so  pu t  i n to  immed ia te  use  a t  M i l l pond  P layhouse
wh iCh  had  become the  mee t ing  p lace  fo r  t he  P laye rs .  La te r  on  i t
wou ld  a l so  be  used  as  a  sma l l  t hea te r -

*May - - "K j - ss  Me ,  Ka te "  p roduced  s i x  t imes  a t  Somers  H igh .  F i rS t
a t tempt  to  do  a  ma t inee  w i th  th i s  show d rew a  sma l l  aud ience .
I t  was  fun  to  do  w i th  pe r iod  cos tumes /w igs .  Who  cou ld  fo rge t
"Brush Up Your  Shakespeare i l  w i th  Herb and Norm? And the tar -
an te l l a  nea r l y  d i d  us  "dance rs "  i n !

*May - -L inda  Gray  Ke11ey  d i rec ted  a  ve ry  mov ing  workshop  p ro -
duc t i on  o f  "Spoon  R ive r  An tho logy "  a t  M i l l pond  fo r  t he  P laye rs .
L inda  i nvo l ved  s i x  p laye rs  i n  mu l t i p le  ro les  and  made  d ramat i c
use  o f  l i gh t i ng  by  cand les  to  i l l um ina te  the  ac to rs '  f aces .

*Summer 1984--Herb Legg and Shi r ley Cour to is  (Warner)  dressed in
pe r iod  cos tumes  and  read  l e t te rs  f rom C iv i l  War  t imes ,  dS  pa r t
o f  Somers '  250  b i r t hday  ce leb ra t i on .

, tSummer - -Vo ted  to  spend  up  to  $110  to  buy  a  ca t t l e  ga te  to  keep
t respasse rs  ou t  o f  t he  Moun ta in  Road  p rope r t y .

, t June - -Awarded  a  scho la rsh ip  to  T ina  La rocque ;  Ka thy  We lch  made  a
V i l l age  P laye rs  f l ag ;  au tho r i zed  pu rchase  o f  an  answer i ng
mach ine  f o r  use  by  t he  T i cke t s  cha i rpe rson ;

*Sep  .  /Oc t . - -P resen ted  seven th  annua l  d inne r  t hea te r - - "Harvey "
d l rec ted  by  Herb  Legg .  Th i s  was  ano the r  i n  t he  se r ies  o f  shows
a t t r ac t i ng  g rea te r  and  g rea te r  aud iences  a t  Aya -Po .  (P ro f i t :
s3101 .67  )  .

-1985-

*March--Published a brochure about the Players to try to recruit
new members.

*March 1"0--Act/Conn entry:  "Ttre
fes t iva l  en t ry  has  the  d is t inc t
wh ich  Herb  Legg ac ted  be fore  h i
v e a r .

Dev i l  and Dan ie l  Webster " ;  th is
ion  o f  be ing  the  las t  p lay  in
s  u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  i n  M a y  o f  t h i s
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*Ap r iL /May - - "Thu rbe r  Carn i va l "  p resen ted  to  sma11  aud iences ;
(bd i to r ' s  no te :  as  the  p roduce r  o f  t h i s  show,  I  was  d i sappo in ted
tha t  more  peop le  d idn ' t  see  d i rec to r  L inda  Gray  Ke l l ey ' s
insp i red  p resen ta t i on  o f  t h i s  c lass i c - - so  t rue  to  the  d ry  humor
of  James Thurber .  Peter  Moak created an innovat ive merry-go-
round  s tage  wh ich  made  scene  changes  e f f i c i en t  and  qu i ck .  A1 l
ten  ac to rs  were  a t  t op  fo rm,  espec ia l l y  Gene  Po lch lopek ,  as  a
se ldom-be fo re - seen  com ic  ac to r .  )  Th i s  p l ay  l os t  $1240 .65 ,  p rob -
ab l y  a  VP  reco rd  f o r  a  s t r a i gh t  p l ay .

: tMay--Herb Legg d ied;  $1000 donated to  the Herb Legg Memor ia l
f ' una .  (Ed i t o r ' s  no te :  He rb ' s  dea th  resu l t ed  i n  a  huge  l oss ,  bo th
personal ly  to  the members who had known h im,  and to  the group as
a  who le .  As  I  have  commented  be fo re  i n  t h i s  h i s to ry ,  He rb  con -
t r ibuted in  many,  many ways.  He was "at  home" both on s tage and
o f f .  One  o f  h i s  l as t  con t r i bu t i ons  o f f s t age  was  h i s  s t age -se t
cu t -ou ts  d rawn  in  the  Thurbe r  f ash ion  fo r  "Thu rbe r  Carn i va l .  "  I t
i s  no t  an  exaggera t i on  to  say  tha t ,  t o  mos t  peop le ,  when  they
though t  o f  t he  V i l l age  P laye rs ,  t he  f i r s t  pe rson  they  though t  o f
was Herb Legg.  No mat ter  what  the Players were doing,  Herb was
the re .  He  a lways  sa id , "No  p rob lem! " ,  and  he  was  usua l l y  t he
f i r s t  t o  s t a r t  t he  p ro j ec t ,  no  ma t te r  wha t  i t  was -  Ac to r ,
d i r ec to r ,  a r t i s t ,  " t ech ie " ,  en thus ias t i c  wo rke r ,  f r i end -  These
words  on l y  beg in  to  desc r ibe  Herb  tegg .  )

* June- -A  scho la rsh ip  o f  $250  was  awarded  aga in  to  T ina  La rocque .
A l so ,  12  s tuden ts  a t  Somers  M idd1e  Schoo l  we re  g i ven  ce r t i f -
i ca tes  f o r  i nvo l vemen t  i n  " t hea t r i ca l "  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  schoo l .

*Sep . /Oc t . - - "On  Go lden  Pond"  became the  e igh th  annua l  d inne r
thea te r  a t  Aya -Po .  The  p roduc t i on  was  ded ica ted  to  the  memory
o f  He rb  t egg .  T i cke t  p r i ce  was  ra i sed  t o  $12 .50 ;  p ro f i t :  $3000 .
Th is  p lay  i s  f ond ly  remembered  fo r  i t s  ve ry  app rop r ia te  se t
designed by John Quennevi l le .  Mis for tune befe l l  the show in  the
fo rm o f  Hur r j - cane  G lo r i a  wh ich  cu t  o f f  power  to  Camp Aya-Po .  The
midd le  week -end  shows  had  to  be  re -schedu led .  T i cke ts  Cha i r ,
Sara Mor iar ty ,  "burned"  the phone wires and quick ly  made accom-
moda t ions  to  sea t  t hose  who  m issed  ou t  because  o f  "G lo r i a "  a t
other  per formances,  i -nc lud ing a mat inee newly set  up on Sun-
day ,  Oc tobe r  6 .

-L986-
R e c o r d s  o f  t h i s  y e a r  r e f l e c t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s :

* B o u g h t  c u s h i o n s  f o r  " G e o r g e  O r m e "  c h a i r s .
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' tPresented "An Evening of  l , rJorkshops"  on Feb.  15 at  Mi l lpond.
(workshops  i nc luded  "The  P lumber ' s  Appren t i ce , "  d i rec ted  by
Wendy Peterson and featuring Norm Pease and Jennifer All-ard. The
second  workshop  was  a  cu t t i ng  f rom "Morn ing ' s  a t  seven , "  d i rec ted
by Malco l tn  Chadbourne.  I t  featured Kim BuckIey,  Shi r ley Cour to is
(Warner) ,  Bob DeSauln iers ,  Bet ty  Domer,  Dee and John Moak.  )

*Ac t / conn  en t r y  was  "Do ing  A  Good  rh ing  fo r  t he  Red  Man .  "  r t  was
a  yea r  w i th  ve ry  heavy  compe t i t i on .  VP  en t r y  rece i ved  Honorab le
Men t ion  fo r  se t  des ign .

*P resen ted  ten  ce r t i f i ca tes  to  e igh th  g rade  s tuden ts  who  had  been
ac t i ve  i n  d rama a t  Mabe l l e  B .  Ave ry  Schoo l .  Somers  H igh  sen io r ,
M ichae l  Domer ,  g i ven  a  $250  scho la rsh ip .

*The gate at  the entrance to
s ta l  1ed .

the Mounta in Road proper ty  was in-

t h i s  yea r  we re :P r o d u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c

"Mar l i n  t he  Magn i f i cen t " - -p resen ted  on  two  week -ends  i n  Ap r i l  and
May .  Th i s  p l ay  was  desc r i bed  as  "an  o r i g i na l  f an tasy "  and  was  t he
on ly  VP  p lay  up  to  tha t  t ime  tha t  f ea tu red  adu l t s  i n  a  p lay  a imed
la rge l y  a t  ch i l d ren .

" caugh t  r n  The  v i l l a i n ' s  l , r Jeb " - -a  me lod rama ;  t he  n i n th  d i nne r
thea te r  p roduced  on  s i x  n i gh t s  i n  Sep . /Oc t .

* s tage  wes t  A r t i s t i c  D i rec to r ,  E r i c  H i t r ,  p resen ted  a  d i r ec t i ng
workshop  a t  M i r l pond  P layhouse  du r ing  th i s  yea r  f o r  n ine  peop le

r . r n s t a l l e d  c e i l i n g  f a n s  a n d  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  i n  M i l l p o n d .  A r s o ,
b o u g h t  a  s h o p  v a c .

* w e n d y  P e t e r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  s t a r t e d  a  m o n t h l y  n e w s r e t t e r  t o  k e e p
t h e  P l a y e r s  a b r e a s t  o f  " w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n . "

, tWendy s ta r ted  a  summer  ch i ld rens '  theater  workshop.  Twelve  k ids
were  enro l -1ed and they  pu t  on  "s tone soup"  to  show what  they  had
l e a r n e d .  ( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  t h i s  w o r k s h o p  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  e a c h  s u m m e r ,
g r o w i n g  i n  n u m b e r s  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  " g r a d u a t i o n "
shows must  now be he ld  a t  Somers  H igh  Schoo l  to  accomodate  the
l a r g e r  a u d i e n c e s  a n d  t h e  m o r e  e l a b o r a t e  s h o w s .  I t  h a s  r e m a i n e d .
p r e t t y  m u c h  a  " o n e - w o m a n "  o p e r a t j - o n - - m u c h  t o  w e n d y ' s  c r e d i t .  )

-1987-

HIGHLIGHTS
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*Ac t /Conn  en t r y :  "A  L i t t I e  Someth ing  fo r  t he  Ducks , "  s ta r r i ng
Kathy We1ch and Norm Pease.  Norm was t ied that  year  for  Best

Ac to r .  Th i s  one -ac t  p l ay  was  a l so  pu t  on  as  pa r t  o f  a  cha r i t y
func t i on  a t  t he  Sha l l owbrook  Eques t r i an  Cen te r  i n  Somers .

*The  Spr ing  p roduc t i on  was  "The  An t  and  the  Grasshopper "  a  w i l d l y
imag in i t i v6  p fay  fea tu r i ng  adu l t s  p lay ing  such  cha rac te rs  as  "An t
781n ,  " Ladybug " ,  "Sp ide r " ,  "An t  3512 "and ,  o f  cou rse ,  "G rass -
hopper . "  f f r o ie  i nvo l ved  i n  th i s  p roduc t i on ,  wh ich  was  d i rec ted

Uy-b ta i r  Wa lke r ,  and  done  a t  l r 4 i l l pond  P layhouse ,  repo r ted  hav ing

al  much fun doing the show as the audience in  seeing i t .  I t  even
made  a  p ro f i t  o f  abou t  $700 .

*Scho la rsh ip  recep ien t  was  S tua r t  Woroneck i .

, t l n  Augus t ,  t he  town  o f  Somers  vo ted  to  spend  $22 ,000  to  f i x  up
I t i l lpond.  The VP agreement  wi th  the town was that  the Players
wou ld  take  ca re  o f  rou t i ne  ma in tenance .  Ma jo r  conce rns  such  as
the  i nadequa te  founda t ion  and  a  se r ious l y  de te r i o ra ted  roo f  were
beyond  t he  scope  o f  t he  P laye rs '  r espons ib i l i t y .  B roken  wa te r
p ipes and leaks due to  holes in  the roof  were becoming common-
p face .  The  t own ' s  ac t i on  t o  upg rade  t he  p rope r t y  was  mos t  we1 -
come ,  espec ia l l y  as  i t  s i gna led  t he  t own ' s  i n t en t  t o  keep  t he
p rope r t y  and  no t  r aze  i t ,  as  had  been  t h rea tened .  By  t h i s  t ime ,
tne  P laye rs  had  found  a  "home"  and  d id  no t  wan t  t o  l ose  i t .

*S i x  hundred - fo r t y  pa t rons  were  se rved  a t  t he  Aya -Po  d inne r
thea te r ,  " Love r ' s  Leap . "  P ro f i t :  $4481 .70 .

*Dee and Sue Moak, touise Washburn, and Shir ley Courtois (War-
ne r ) ,  oD  beha l f  o f  t he  P laye rs ,  p resen ted  an  even ing  o f  cha rades
as  t he  Ch r i s tmas  p rog ram fo r  t he  Womens 'Fe l l owsh ip  o f  t he  Somers
Congrega t i ona l  Church .

-1988-

J a n u a r y :  A s s e t s  w e r e  t i s t e d  a s  $ 1 6 , 8 8 8 . . 7 5 .  ( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  t h e
p r o f i t a b l e  d i n n e r  t h e a t e r s  w e r e  d e f i n i t e l y  p a y i n g  o f f .  D e s p i t e
i n c r e a s e d  c o s t s  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  M i 1 1 p o n d ,  t h e  t r e a s u r y  k e p t  g r o w -
i n g .  )

F e b r u a r v :  A n  " E v e n i n g  o f  O n e - A c t s "  w a s  h e l d  t o  s e l e c t  a  V i l l a g e
e f a y e i s '  e n t r y  f o r  t h e  M a r c h  A c t / C o n n  D r a m a  F e s t i v a l .  A n  a d j u d -
ica tor  f rom Stage West ,  Ben i ta  Hofs te t te r ,  commented on  the  two
s h o w s * - " W h e r e  H a v e  a l l  t h e  L i g h t n i n g  B u g s  G o n e ? "  a n d  " T h e  L o v e
C o u r s e .  "  B e n i t a ' s  c o m m e n t s  w e r e  v e r y  h e J - p f u t  t o  t h e  P l a y e r s  a S
the dec is ion  on  the  Ac t lConn en t ry  was made by  the  P layers  in
a t tendance.  They  chose "L igh tn ing  Bugs"  wh i -ch  went  on  to  reward
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Pe te r  Moak  w i th  a  Bes t  Ac to r  award  (wh ich  pe te r  sha red  w i th
ano the r  ac to r )  a t  t he  f es t i va l .

, t one -ac t  p lays  were  popu la r  t h i s  yea r .  Ra the r  t han  a  regu la r
th ree -ac t  p lay  o r  mus ica l ,  t he  p laye rs  chose  to  p roduce  ano the r' 'Even ing  (o r ,  ra the r  f ou r  even ings )  o f  one -Ac ts "  du r ing  May  a t
Mi l lpond Playhouse.  producer  sara Mor iar ty ,  ass is ted bt  su;  Moak,
p resen ted  t he  f o l l ow ing  shows  be fo re  a  t o ta l  aud ience  o f  r 22 :
"F inal  P lacement ,  "  featur ing sydney whi te  & Kathy young;  "L i t t re
Miss Fresno,  "  wi th  Bet ty  Domer & sue Moak;  and "Twigs"  wi th  Dee
Moak,  Norm Pease,  & Stuar t  Sands.  Donat ions for  the scholarsh ip
fund  were  accep ted  i n  l i eu  o f  admiss ion .  Th i s  pe rm i t t ed  the
amoun t  o f  t he_scho la rsh ip  to  be  i nc reased  to  SSoo  and . ,  i n  June ,
i t  was awarded to Somers senior ,  Jenni fer  Heim.

*Ju l y - - I t  $ ras  dec ided  to  p roceed  w i th  use  o f  compu te r i zed  l abe ls
fo r  mon th l y  ma i l i ng  no t i ces .  A1so ,  $552  was  a l l o t ed  t o  pu rchase
d inne r  ch ina  f o r  use  a t  Aya -po .  F i na l l y ,  ou t s i de  l i gh t s  we re
bough t  f o r  Aya -Po  use .

Sep . /Oc t . - -E leven th  annua l  d i nne r  t hea te r  was  "Le t ' s  Mu rde r  Ma r -
sha "  and  i t  was  t he  f i r s t  d i nne r  t hea te r  t ha t  was  t o ta l l y  so ld
ou !  be fo re  open ing  n i gh t ,  desp i t e  t he  t i c ke t  p r i ce  r i se  t o
$13 .50 .  on  sa t . ,  oc t .  r ,  show  was  de layed  f o r  abou t  one -ha1 f  hou r
because the gas was of f  in  the k i tchen and John Moak had to
sc ramb l -e  t o  f i nd  a l t e rna te  p l aces  t o  cook  t he  f ood .  W i th  t he  he lp
of the Moak, Marylou Civello, & Somers Congregational Church kit-
chens ,  t he  bu f fe t  was  made  ready .  Mos t  o f  t r re -aud ience  was  p rob -
ab ly  no t  even  aware  o f  t he  k i t chen  pan lc .  The  ba r  was  ex t ra  busy .

-1989-
* r n  F e b r u a r y  t h e  p l a y e r s  p r o d u c e d  a n o t h e r  " N i g h t  o f  o n e - A c t s "
t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  M a r c h  A c t / c o n n  f e s t i v a l .  r [ i s  t i m e ,  s t e v e  H a y s
o f  s p r i n g f i e l d  w a s  t h e  A d j u d i c a t o r  f o r  t h e  t w o  p l a y s ,  ' , G r a c e l a n d , '
a n d  " L i l i e s  o f  t h e  F i e 1 d . "  P l a y e r s  v o t e d  t o  s e n d .  " G r a c e l a n d "  t o
A c t / C o n n .  I t  w a s  a  f o r t u i t o u s  s e l e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  " G r a c e l a n d "  s t a r -
r i n g  s h i r l e y  c o u r t o i s  ( w a r n e r )  &  E r l i e  s t . A m a n d  w a s  a  b i g  w i n n e r .
r t  was  d i rec ted  by  Malcorm chadhourne.  r t  was  judged as  the  Bes t
P r o d u c t i o n  a n d  w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  A p r i l  i n
M a n c h e s t e r ,  N . H . ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  t h e  r u n . r e r - u p  f o r  t h e  B e s t  p r o d u c -
t i o n .  S h i r l e y  w o n  B e s t  A c t r e s s  a n d  M a l c o l m ,  B e s t  D i r e c t o r  a t  A c t /
c o n n .  A t  t h e  R e g i o n a l s ,  E l l i e  w a s  g i v e n  " s p e c i a r  r e c o g n i t i o n ' ,
f o r  a c t i n g .  ( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  t h i s  p r o a u c t i o n l  i n  e v e r y  w d y ,
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c rea ted  a  ve ry  spec ia l  "h igh "  f o r  me .  Many  P laye rs  wen t  t o  Man-
ches te r  t o  show suppor t .  I t  was  a  un ique  expe r ience .  The  f i na l
recogn i t i on  was  a  p laque  show ing  recogn i t i on  o f  "Grace land"  by
the  Connec t i cu t  s ta te  l eg i s la tu re .  A11  VP-e rs  were  honored  by  a
s ign that  Mar ianne Myrac le painted and put  on the Somers Town
Ha l1  l awn  announc ing  t he  "w in . " )

* M a r c h :  A  n e w  r o o f  p a i d  f o r  b y  t h e  T o w n  o f  S o m e r s  w a s  a d d e d  t o
M i l l p o n d  P l a y h o u s e .

*Sp r i ng :  V i l l age  P laye rs  dona ted  $200  t o  subs id i ze  a  t r i p  t o
S tage  Wes t  f o r  45  Somers  H igh  s tuden ts  to  see  "Macbe th .  "

, tAp r i l  7 :  Somers  H igh  Jazz  band  en te r ta ined  fo r  a  VP  mee t ing
Mi  1 lpond .

*March  22 :  Sa ra  Mor ia r t y ,  ds  p res iden t ,  was  fea tu red  i n  the  New
York  T imes -Connec t i cu t  ed i t i on .  (Ed i t o r ' s  no te :  Th i s  was  a  we l l -
dese rved  recogn i t i on  o f  Sa ra  who  has  p roduced  n ine ,  ac ted  as
S tage  Manage r  f o r  two ,  and  ac ted  i n  f i ve  shows  f o r  t he  P laye rs . )

*May  19 :  Reun ion /open  house  he ld  a t  M i l l pond  as  an  L8 th  VP
"b i r t hdaypar t y .  "  Many  peop le  who  had  fo rmer l y  been  ac t i ve  w i th
the  VP came to  v iew  the  many  nos ta lg i c  exh ib i t s  wh ich  John  Moak ,
Ka thy  We lch ,  and  o the rs  had  se t  up  thoughou t  t he  bu i l d ing .

*June  16 :  Char lo t te  S ten lake  was  g i ven  spec ia l  recogn i t i on  fo r
he r  t en  yea rs  o f  se r v i ng  qu ie t l y  and  e f f i c i en t l y  as  Hosp i t a l i t y
Chai  r  .

: k J u n e :  D e r e k  S l a y t o n ,  S o m e r s  H i g h  s e n i o r ,
s c h o l a r s h i p .

was  awarded  a  5600

* s e p t  .  / o c t . :  " A n s w e r s ,  "  a  v i g n e t t e  o f  t h r e e  s h o r t  p ] a y s ,  w a s  t h e
t w e l f t h  a n n u a l  d i n n e r  t h a e t e r  a t  A y a - p o .  w i t h  t i c k e t s  a t  $ 1 4 ,  i t
w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  y i e l d i n g  a l m o s t  $ 6 0 0 0 .

, t o c t o b e r  1  :  T h e  n e w  g a z e b o  w a s  d e d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  S o m e r s  F i e l d
R o a d  P a r k  w i t h  t h e  V P  c o n t r i b u t i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  p l a y s  f r o m
"Answers"  as  par t  o f  thp  program.  Malcorm chadt rourne and Norm
P e a s e  a p p e a r e d  i n  " T h e  c o n s t i t u t e n t . "  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  w e n d y  m a d e
spec ia r  remarks  about  Herb  Legg,  and Jane Legg accepted  a  p laque
f r o m  t h e  t o w n .  ( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  H e r b  L e g g  M e m o r i a l
F u n d  w e r e  u s e d  t o  i n s t a l l  l i g h t s  o n  t h e  g a z e b o .  A l t h o u g h  t h e
g a z e b o  s e e m e d ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  t o  b e  a  p o s s i b l e  n e w  v e n u e  f o r  v p
p r o d u c t i o n s ,  t h e  a c o u s t i c s  a n d  g e n e r a l  s e t - u p  a r e  p o o r  a n d
t h e  g a z e b o  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  u s e d  a g a i n  b y  t h e  p l a y e r s .  )

*November  L7 :  Kay  McNamara  grac ious ly  opened her  home,  the  Keeney
h o u s e ,  t o  t h e  P l a y e r s  f o r  a  w i n e  T a s t i n g  p a r t y .  D a v i d  L a m b  o f
Four  Seasons Package Store  in  Longmeadow was the  ab le  exper t  who
g u i d e d  t h e  g u e s t s  i n  a  " d o w n - t o - e a r t h "  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  w i n e s ,  t h e i r
t a s t e s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  u s e s .  A f t e r  D a v i d ' s  " l e s s o n , "  v p - e r s  e n j o y e d
a n  e v e n i n g  o f  s a m p l i n g  t h e  v a r i e t i e s  o f  w i n e s  d e s c r i b e d .

a t
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-1990-
Asse ts  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  yea r :  919 ,726 .1 "2 .

*JANUARY: Players dec ided to  have the i r  own T-shi r ts .  Paul  Wash-
burn designed the logo and Gene Al lard arranged for  the
p r in t i ng /pu rchase .  T -sh i r t s  were  g i ven  to  each  member  and  have
s ince  become an  added  bonus  fo r  j o in ing  the  Vp .

*MARCH/APRIL :  "The  Nerd "  p resen ted  a t  Johnson  Hosp i ta l  Con fe rence
cen te r  i n  a  coopera t i ve  ven tu re  w i th  the  Johnson  Hosp i ta l
Aux i l i a r y  w i t h  t o ta l  p ro f i t s  ( $3824 .87 )  acc ru i ng  t o  t he  hosp i t a l .
The sh ippee ampi theater  was a new venue for  the vp.  r t  has good
and  bad  po in t s  as  a  " t hea te r . "  r t  has  exce l l en t  s i gh t -1 i nes  bu t
ve ry  l im i ted  backs tage  a rea .  Neve r the less ,  t he  j o in t  ven tu re  was
a  cha l l enge  t ha t  p roved  bene f i c i a l  t o  bo th  pa r t i es  i nvo l ved .  To
p rov ide  adequa te  l i gh t i ng ,  t he  vp  bough t  two  l i gh t  " t rees "  wh ich
can  be  used  whereve r  l i gh ts  need  to  be  added .  Gary  Car ra ,  a
somers  H igh  sen io r ,  and  f r i ends  p rov ided  l i ve  mus ic  fo r  a  p re -
show lobby  pa r t y  where  re f reshmen ts  were  se rved .

MARCH: Kathy Welch compi led a mai l ing l is t  f rom guest  books used
a t  recen t  p roduc t i ons .  The re  were  ove r  400  names  on  the  l i s t
wh ich  Ka thy  vo lun tee red  to  ma in ta in  on  he r  compu te r .

MARCH:  A  Long  Range  P lann ing  commi t tee ,  cons i s t i ng  o f  Marco rm
chadbourne,  sh i r ley cour to is  (warner) ,  and r im welch made a
repo r t  t o  t he  P laye rs  reconmend ing  tha t  i nves ted  funds  w i th
Shea rson  be  i nc reased  t o  $10 ,000 .  The  comml t t ee  a l so  made  recom-
menda t ions  abou t  i nc reas inq  the  f i sca l  base  as  we l l  as  the  mem-
be rsh ip  t o ta l  f o r  t he  yea . i  1990 -1995  and  1990 -2000 .  These
reconmenda t ions  were  accep ted .  (  The  2000  goa ls  have  a l ready  been
me t  o r  su rpassed .  )

JUNE:  Gary  Car ra  was  awarded  a  $500  scho la rsh ip .

JUNE:  Ac t  /Conn  fes t i va l '  en t r y  was  "L imbo"  d i rec ted  by  Sh i r l ey
courtois (warner) and featured sue Moak, wendy paterion, Mallolm
Chadbourne,  and Ginny Zaborowski .  Awards received were;  Best  Set
Design and Honorable Ment ion for  Best  costume Desion.

SEPT .  / oc ' I . :  Th i r t een th  annua l  D inne r  Thea te r  was  "Des t i ny ,  "
a  sa t i r i ca l  comedy  d i rec ted  by  Ka thy  we lch ,  w l th  a  cas t  o f  13 .
The  t i c ke t  p r i ce  was  ra i sed  t o  $15  t o  o f f se t  i nus rance  cos rs .
Th i s  was  the  f i r s t  yea r  o f  t ak ing  ou t  i nsu rance  as  p ro tec t i on  fo r
t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f  l i ab i l i t y  s t emming  f r om ba r  sa les .

DECEMBER:  Bough t  f ou r  l ong  (banque t )  t ab les  fo r  $22  ap iece .  These
have  been  used  ex tens i ve l y  bo th  a t  M i l l pond  as  we l l  as  a t  Aya -po .
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- 1 99 1 -THE TWENTIETH YEAR.
The year  began on Jan.  18 wi th  a twent ie th-year  "bash"  at  the

Somers Inn Barn.  There was no at tempt ,  ES for  the VP tenth
b i r t hday ,  t o  pu t  on  a  show.  Th i s  was  a  n igh t  f o r  nos ta lg ia  w i th
94 in  at tendance.  tar ry  Browne,  who had moved to Petersham, Mass-
achuse t t s ,  cou ld  no t  a t tend  bu t  he  was  made  an  Honora ry  L i f e t ime
Member .  Wendy  Pe te rson  se t  up  a  d i sp lay  o f  nos ta lg ia  p ieces  f rom
past  shows,  and Frank Jackson,  who had just  s tar ted rehearsals
fo r  "L i ' 1  Abner ,  "  t he  upcoming  Spr ing  show,  engaged  the  aud ience
in  an  imp romp tu  p rev iew  o f  " L i ' 1  Abne r . "

FEBRUARY:  Be t t y  Domer ,  p roduce r ,  p resen ted  a  N igh t  o f  One-Ac ts  a t
Mi1 lpond.  The p lays were adjudicated by Pamela Townsend,  of
Sp r i ng f i e l d .  One  o f  t he  p l ays ,  "Emp ty  We I l s , "  was  an  o r i g i na l
p lay  wr i t t en  by  L inda  Goodman ,  who  a l so  s ta r red  i n  i t  w i th  J im
Har r iman .  Th i s  p lay  was  the  VP Ac t /Conn  en t r y  fo r  1991 .  The  o the r
p lay was "Tel l  Me Another  Story,  S ing Me a Song,  "  featur ing Wendy
Pe te rson  and  Sh i r l ey  Cour to i s  (Warne r ) .  (Th i s  p lay  was  p resen ted
aga in  i n  Oc tobe r  o f  t h i s  yea r  as  the  VP con t r i bu t i on  to  an  A r t
Fes t i va l  sponso red  by  the  Somers  A r t  Coa l i t i on .  )

APRIL :  " L i ' 1  Abne r "  was  p roduced  on  f ou r  n i gh t s  a t  Somers  H igh .
Th is  re tu rn  to  do ing  a  mus ica l  i n t roduced  some new peop le  to  the
P laye rs .  L i sa  La f fo rd  (Sca r le t t )  p layed  "Da isy  Mae"  and  became an
ac t i ve  VP-e r  un t i l  she  and  he r  husband ,  Pau l ,  moved  to  the
Worces te r  a rea .  Pe te r  Boe t rm,  who  was  a  Somers  H igh  sen io r ,  p layed
"L i ' 1  Abne r " , '  Pe te r  was  chosen  as  t he  1991  scho la r sh ip  r ec i p i en t
w i t h  a  S500  award .

Su}O'IER: Wendy Peterson and Malcolm Chadbourne appeared on the
C o n t i n e n t a l  C a b l e  T V  s h o w ,  " T i m e  O u t , "  t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  P l a y e r s
a n d  t h e  F a l 1  d i n n e r  t h e a t e r , " S t e e l  M a g n o l i a s . "

S E P T .  / O C T . :  T h e  f o u r t e e n t h  a n n u a l  d i n n e r  t h e a t e r  h a d  t w o
d i s t i n c t i o n s :  i t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  s h o w  a t  A y a - P o  w i t h  a  m a t i n e e .  T h e
demand fo r  t i cke ts  had increased so  much tha t  a  seventh
per fo rmance was ca l led  fo r .  A  Sunday a f te rnoon show on the
midd le  week-end was added and th is  p rac t ice  cont inues  to  the
p r e s e n t .  S e c o n d l y ,  " S t e e l  M a g n o l i . a s "  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p l a y  w i t h  a l I
f e m a l e  p e r f o r m e r s .  I t  w a s  v e r y  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  b o t h  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c
a n d  t h e  p r e s s .  T h e  J o u r n a l  I n q u i r e r  r e v i e w e r ,  S t e v e  S t a r g e r ,
g a v e  i t  a  t h r e e  s t a r  r e v i e w .

NOVEMBER: Bus
Peterson under
c o u n t .  "  T h e r e
t h e  c h o i c e  o f

NOTE:  Bought  a

t r ip  to  New York  C i ty  was ar ranged by  Wendy
t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  a  b u s i n e s s  k n o w n  a s  " A 1 1  A t  A  D i s -

w a s  a l m o s t  a  f u 1 l  b u s  o f  V P - e r s  a n d  g u e s t s  w h o  h a d
g o o d  s e a t s  a t  v a r i o u s  B r o a d w a y  s h o w s .

n e w  " L i g h t  B o a r d "  d u r i n g  1 9 9 1  f o r  a b o u t  $ 2 0 0 0
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JANUARY: Norm Pease was featured in a
about  how "neighborhood actors escape
thea te r .  "

AUGUST:  V i I l age  p laye rs  pe r fo rmed  c i v i c
p last ic  recyc l ing booth at  Somers Town

AIJGIJqT:  Twenty-seven k ids par t ic ipated
ch i l d rens '  wo rkshop .

Har t fo rd  Couran t  a r t i c l e
f r om rea l  l i f e  i n  l oca l

dut ies by manning the
Ha l1 .

in  Wendy Peterson 's

FEBRUARY: T im and Kathy werch gave workshops at  the vp meet ing
on  se t  cons t ruc t i on  (T im)  and  cos tumes  (Ka thy ) .

MARCH/APRfL:  A return to  the Johnson Hospi ta l  Communi ty  Medica l
Educa t i on  cen te r  t o  p resen t  "The  Bu t le r  D id  r t .  "  Th i s  was  no t  a
j o i n t  p roduc t i on  (as  i n  1990 )  bu t  i t  r esu l t ed  i n  a  $1200
con t r i bu t i on  t_o . the  hosp i ta l  bu i l d ing  fund .  Jou rna l  I nqu i re r  re -
v iew  desc r ibed  "Bu t l e r "  as  a  " fun  and  fanc i fu l  even ing i  and  gave
i t  t h ree  (ou t  o f  f ou r )  s t a r s .

MAY:  The  t rad i t i on  o f  pu t t i ng  on  "A  N igh t  o f  one -Ac ts "  a t
M i l l pond  con t i nued  w i th  two  shows :  "Laundry  and  Bourbon"  and
"Commit tee Meet ing.  "  L inda Goodman d i rected one show and appeared
in  ano the r .  " commi - t t ee  Mee t ing ,  "  f ea tu r i ng  John  Lepore ,  A r ra t
Percoski, Betty Domer, Lindsay carder, anl Lrlendy p-eterson, became
the  l ' 992  Ac t /Conn  en t r y .  Andy  Percosk i  rece i ved  an  Honorab le  Men-
t ion award for  Best  Suppor t ing Actor  and L inda Goodman was g iven
an  award  fo r  Bes t  Cos tume Des ign .

JUNE:  He lped  subs id i ze  a  t r i p  t o  Eu rope  fo r  seve ra l  pe r fo rm ing
mus ic ians  f rom Somers  H igh  Schoo l

S E P T  .  / O C T .  :
revenues as

NOVEMBER: We
p r o f e s s i o n a l
C o o l i d g e "  i n

" L a f f i n g  R o o m  o n l y "  g e n e r a t e d  m a n y  l a u g h s  a n d  r e c o r d .
t h e  f i f t e e n t h  d i n n e r  t h e a t e r .  p r o i i t :  s s z g a . o r .

co-sponsored a  program wi th  the  Somers  L ib rary .  A
a c t o r ,  J i m  C o o k ,  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  1 i b r a r y  a s  " C a l
a  f r e e  p e r f o r m a n c e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c .
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JANUARY:  Asse t s  we re  repo r ted  as  $19 ,302 .74 .

JANUARY 22:  A second wine/cheese par ty ,  organized by Pucky and
Bi l l  Car ter ,  was held again at  Kay McNamara 's .  No wine exper t
spoke  bu t  VP-e rs  had  a  fun  even ing  tas t i ng  and  ta l k ing .

MARCH: Mot ion-sensor  l ights  were bought  for  the f ront  and back
doors  a t  M i l l pond .  A l so ,  i t  was  vo ted  to  buy  m in i -b l i nds  fo r  t he
mee t ing  room a t  M i1 lpond .

APRIL /MAY:  A  "Week -end  o f  One -Ac t s "  was  he ld  a t  M111pond .  Fou r
p lays,  inc lud ing an or ig i -na l  one by Anne PI :e,  "The Rlmarkable
Th ing  Abou t  S ta rdus t , "  we re  p roduced .  The  p l ays  we re  a l l
d i f f e ren t  and  gave  bo th  ac to rs ,  d i rec to rs ,  backs tage  geop le ,  and
aud ience  a  va r ied  thea t r i ca l  expe r ience .  The  Anne  P i -e  p lay ,
which featured Bet ty  Domer and John Lepore/  was se lected to  be
the  VP en t r y  fo r  t he  Ac t /Conn  fes t i va l  he ld  i n  June .

JUNE: Bet ty  Domer was presented wi th  the Best  Act ress award and
Anne  P i6  was  recogn ized  w i th  a  spec ia l  award  fo r  "Exce l l - ence  i n
P laywr i t i ng "  f o r  "The  Remarkab le  Th ing  Abou t  S ta rdus t .  "

J U N E :  S c h o l a r s h i p s  o f  $ 5 0 0  a p i e c e  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  H e a t h e r  H i g h t
and Melan ie  Co l l ins .

S E P T .  / O C T . :  " C a t c h  M e  I f  Y o u  C a n "  b e c a m e  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  a n n u a l
d i n n e r  t h e a t e r .  T i c k e t s  w e r e  s e t  a t  $ 1 6 .  R e s e r v a t i o n s  w e r e
accepted  beg inn ing  on  September  1 ,and Dee Moak 's  phone never
s t o p p e d  r i n g i n g  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s  u n t i l  a l l  7 0 0  r e s e r v a t i o n s  w e r e
s o l d .  T h i s  w a s  a  n e w  r e c o r d  i n  t i c k e t  s a 1 e s .

O T H E R  1 9 9 3  M A T T E R S :  T h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t ,  C a r l  A n d e r s o n ,  d i e d  t h i s
year .  I t  had  become the  cus tom when a  VP member  d ied  to  buy  a
b o o k  f o r  S o m e r s  L i b r a r y .  T h i - s  c u s t o m  w a s  c a r r i e d  o n  i n  C a r l ' s
memory .

A new SONY tape deck  was purchased th is  year .
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HIGHLIGHTS

JANUARY: Paul Dailey and Kim Coll ins came to the Board and asked
to  use  M i l l pond  P layhouse  fo r  a  new ven tu re  they  wan ted  to
s ta r t  i n  Somers .  They  ca l l ed  i t  ' rN igh t  o f  Ta les . "  M i l l pond  wou ld
be  used  as  a  mee t ing  p lace  fo r  an  even ing  o f  s to ry te l l i ng .  These
wou ld  be  subs tance - f ree  ga the r ings  fo r  a l l  ages .  The  V i l l age
P laye rs  were  no t  asked  to  sponso r  the  ac t i v i t y ,  bu t  t he  Board
gave the proposal  i ts  approval  and encouragement .

F E B R U A R Y :  F i r s t  " N i g h t  o f  T a 1 e s "  w a s  h e l d  o n  F e b r u a r y  5 .  T h e y
c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  h e l d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  o f  e a c h  m o n t h
f o r  a  y e a r .  P a u l  a n d  K i m  r e p o r t e d  " G R E A T  S U C C E S S "  b u t  d e c i d e d
n o t  t o  c o n t i n u e  b e y o n d  t h a t  o n e  y e a r .

WINTER:  The  Cu l tu ra l  A r t s  Commiss ion  o f  Somers  wan ted  to  send
f i f t h  g rade  s tuden ts  to  a  conce r t  o f  t he  Spr ing f i e ld  Symphony .
S ince  the  commiss ion  had  no  funds ,  t he  V i l l age  P laye rs  dona ted
$1000  t o  t hem w i t h  t he  s t i pu la t i on  t ha t  $500  be  used  t o  subs id i ze
the  symphony  t r i p .

MARCH:  "The D in ing  Room" was presented  a t  Johnson Memor ia l
H o s p i t a l .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  V P  h a d  p r o d u c e d  a  p l a y
w i t h  s u c h  a n  a c t i n g  c h a l J - e n g e .  T w e l v e  a c t o r s  h a d  t o  p o r t r a y  5 0
c h a r a c t e r s  o f  v a r i o u s  a g e s  i n  I 7  s c e n e s .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  l a s t  p l a y
w i t h  N o r m  P e a s e  i n  t h e  c a s t .  ( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  N o r m  h a d  b e e n  i n
d e c l i n i n g  h e a l t h  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  b u t ,  l i k e  a n  o l d  " t r o u p e r , "  N o r m
c a r r i e d  o n ,  i m m e n s e l y  p l e a s i n g  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a s  h e  h a d  d o n e  i n
m a n y ,  m a n y  s h o w s .  N o r m  d i e d  o n  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 - 9 9 4 .  T h e  p r o d u c t i o n
o f  " F r o n t  S t r e e t , "  t h e  S p r i n g  1 9 9 5  V P  p r o d u c t i o n  w a s  d e d i c a t e d
t o  N o r m  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s  w r i t t e n  b y  W e n d y  P e t e r s o n :  ' W i t h

a n  a r c h  o f  h i s  e y e b r o w ,  a  t w i n k l e  i n  h i s  e y e  a n d  a n  a l l - k n o w i n g
smi le ,  Norman Pease mumbled and grumbled  h is  way in to  a l l  our
h e a r t s .  W e  w i l l  m i s s  N o r m  o n  o u r  s t a g e  a n d  i n  o u r  l i v e s .  A l t h o u g h
Norm was a  na tura l  comedian ,  he  wou ld  have l i ked  to  be  remembered
m o r e  a s  a n  a c t o r . ' )  " T h e  D i n i n g  R o o m "  w a s  a  b e n e f i t ,  p a r t i a l l y ,
f o r  J o h n s o n  H o s p i t a l .  $ 1 0 0 0  w a s  d o n a t e d  t o  t h e m .

I4ARCH 9: Shir ley Warner and MaIcoIm Chadbourne performed Readers
Theater  fo r  the  Somers  Womens '  C lub  read ing  a  one-ac t  p lay  by
A r t h u r  M i l l e r ,  " I  C a n ' t  R e m e m b e r  A n y t h i n g . "

J U N E :  S c h o l a r s h i p s  o f  $ 5 0 0  a p i e c e  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  S o m e r s
sen iors ,  Greg Sc t ru le r  and Mat t  Sc ia re t ta .

SUMMER:  As  Mi l lpond P layhouse ge ts  very  ho t  in  the  sunmer ,  the
d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  i n s t a l l -  a i r  c o n d i t i o n e r s .  T h i s  r e q u i r e d
e l e c t r i c a l
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upg rade .  A t  t he  same t ime ,  a  workab le  e lec t r i ca l  ho t  wa te r
heater  was insta l led.  Gene Al lard,  Housi -ng Chai r ,  made a l l  the
arrangements,  inc lud ing buying used a i r  condi t ioners at  bargain
p r i ces  as  we l l  as  i ns ta l l i ng  the  un i t s .  Gene  a l so  a r ranged  fo r
Mark  R iva rd  to  i ns ta l l  a  new f ron t  doo r  a t  M i l l pond .  (Ed i to r ' s
no te :  M i l l pond  P layhouse  i s  no t  t he  mos t  e f f i c i en t  bu i l d ing  bu t
i t  i s  "HOME"  f o r  a  l o t  o f  VP  ac t i v i t i e s .  The  bu i l d i ng  i s  used  i n
the srunmer for  Wendy Peterson 's  Chi ldrens '  Theater  Workshop as
we l l  as  t r you ts / rehearsa l s  fo r  Aya -Po  shows .  The  " improvemen ts "
which Gene arranged were most  welcome.  )

AUGUST:  Wendy  Pe te rson  conduc ted  he r  e igh th  Ch i l d rens '  Thea te r
Workshop  invo l v ing  fo r t y -one  ch i l d ren .  The  "g radua t ion "
p roduc t i on  was  he ld  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  i n  t he  spac ious ,  a i r -
cond i t i oned  Somers  H igh  Schoo l  aud i to r i um.

SEPTEMBER:  Fo r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  in
on  a  f l oa t  i n  t he  Four  Town  Fa i r
sponso red  by  the  VP,  Somers  H igh
Myrac le ' s  "Coun t ry  Cos tume"  shop

many years,  a  few members rode
pa rade .  I t  was  a  f l oa t  j o i n t l y
Drama C1ub,  and Mar ianne

SEPT. /OCT.z  The  seven teen th  annua l  d inne r  t hea te r ,  "L ie ,  Chea t ,  &
Genu f l ec t , "  p roduced  a t  a  $17  t i c ke t  p r i ce  a t  Aya -Po .  Some
" f i r s t s "  i nvo l ved  w i t h  t h i s  show :  l - :  A f t e r  many  yea rs  o f
pub l i c i z i ng  VP shows  w i th  a  ve ry  v i s ib le  s ign  (pa in ted  and  re -
painted by Mar ianne Myrac le)  on the CBTlFleet  bank lawn,  new
owners  o f  t he  bank  re fused  to  a l l ow  the  s ign  on  the  1awn .  The
s ign  go t  moved  qu i ck l y  ac ross  t he  s t r ee t  and ,  w i t h  t he  b l ess ing
o f  Judy  Cox ,  owne r  o f  C ross roads ,  i t  was  e rec ted  on  t he  sou th
co rne r  o f  83  and  190 ;  2 :  t he  d i r ec to r  o f  " L i e ,  Chea t  &  Genu f l ec t "
qu i t  a f t e r  cas t i ng .  One  o f  t he  ac to r s ,  Ma rk  O 'Donne l l ,  assumed
the  d i r ec to r sh ip ;  3 :  a  pa t ron  f e l l  ou t s i de  and  had  t o  be  t aken  t o
the  hosp i ta l  by  ambu lance .  She  was  no t  se r i ous l y  hu r t .  A  new
reco rd  was  se t  i n  ne t  ea rn ings  f o r  t he  d i nne r  t hea te r :  $7299 .86 .

FALL :  The  "powers - tha t -be "  dec ided  tha t  t he  t rees  i n  f ron t  o f
M i l l pond  were  a  th rea t  t o  t he  bu i l d ing .  They  were  cu t  down
leav ing  the  bu i l d ing  w i th  an  exposed  look  bu t ,  apparen t l y ,  i n  a
sa fe r  pos i t i on .

OTHER THINGS WORTH NOTING:  A By-Laws rev is ion  commi t tee
s t i o n  o f  p r o d u c i n g  p l a y s .  T h e

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  s l o t  a s  t o t a l l y  i n  c h a r g e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n s
w o r k e d .

A n n e  e i d  b r o u g h t  a n  o r i g i n a l  p l a y ,  " F r o n t  S t r e e t "  t o
P l a y e r s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  p r o d u c t i o n .  A  d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d . e  t o
w i t h  p l a n s  f o r  a  S p r i n g  1 9 9 5  p r o d u c t i o n

was
u s e  o f  t h e

has not

t h e
p r o c e e d

A n  a n o n y m o u s  g i f t  o f  a  n e w  s t e r e o  s y s t e m  w a s  r e c e i v e d .

T i m  W e l c h  i n s t a l l e d  s h e l v e s  i n  t h e  b a c k  r o o m  a t  M i l l p o n d .
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HIGHLIGHTS

Norman Pease recogn i t ion :  The year  began on  a  sad no te  w i th  news
m e m o r y  t h e  P l i y e r s  m a d e  a  f i n a n c i a l

d o n a t i o n  t o  t h e  S o m e r s  I n d i a n  M u s e u m .  A l s o ,  t h e y  b o u g h t  a  b o o k  o n
j a z z  a n d  d o n a t e d  i t  t o  t h e  S o m e r s  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .  ( N a t i v e
A m e r i c a n s  a n d  j a z z  w e r e  t w o  o f  N o r m ' s  p a s s i o n a t e  i n t e r e s t s . )  A t
the  January  meet ing ,  many VP-ers  shared the i r  memor ies  about
Norm.

" F r o n t  S t r e e t :  F r o m  J a n u a r y  t h r o u g h  M a r c h ,  d l l  e f f o r t s  w e r e
f o c u s e d  o n  t h i s  p l a y .  S i n c e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  p l a y  s p o k e
m o s t l y  w i t h  I t a l i a n  a c c e n t s ,  t h e  f i r s t  c h a l l e n g e  t o  p r o d u c e r ,
B e t t y  D o m e r ,  w a s  t o  s e l e c t  a  d i r e c t o r  a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  t h i s  a s p e c t .
B e t t y  w a s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  l o c a t e  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  E n f i e l d ,  T h e r e s a  M c -
Gof f  Fer re i ra ,  who had an  I ta l ian  her i tage and was used to  ta lk -
i n g  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  w h o  s p o k e  w i t h  a n  I t a l i a n  a c c e n t .  T h e r e s a  h a d
e x t e n s i v e  t h e a t r i c a l  c r e d i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p l a y i n g  t h e  p a r t  o f
C l a i r e e  i n  t h e  V P  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  " S t e e l  M a g n o l i a s . "

A s  u s u a l ,  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e  p r o b l e m  l o c a t i n g  e n o u g h  p e o p l e  t o
p l a y  t h e  t e n  p a r t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a c t o r s  w h o  c o u l d  b e c o m e  c o m f o r t -
a b l e  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  a n  I t a l i a n  a c c e n t .  ( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  A  v e r y  h a p -
p y  s u r p r i s e  w a s  f i n d i n g  P a u l  R o s s i  t o  p l a y  R o c c o .  P a u I  h a d  w o r k e d
w i t h  N o r m ,  a n d  h e  w a n t e d  t o  p a y  h i s  l a s t  r e s p e c t s  t o  N o r m  b y
a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h i s  p l a y  w h i c h  N o r m  h a d  h e l p e d  s e l e c t  a n d  w h o
w a n t e d  t o  a p p e a r  i n  i t .  P a u I  u s e d  h i s  l t a l i a n  b a c k g r o u n d  t o  g r e a t
a d v a n t a g e  w h e n  p l a y i n g  R o c c o .  )

L o u i s e  W a s h b u r n  p r o p o s e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  m a k i n g  " F r o n t  S t r e e t "  a
d i n n e r - t h e a t e r  b y  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  S o m e r s  F o o d  S e r v i c e  s t u d e n t s  i n
the  d inner  por t ion .  She approached Steve Rober ts ,  Food Serv ice
D i r e c t o r ,  w h o  a g r e e d  t o  t h e  i d e a ,  a n d  p l a n s  g o t  u n d e r w a y
i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  s e r v e  a n  l t a l i a n  m e a l  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  p 1 a y .  S i n c e
t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  c a f e t e r i a  a c c o m m o d a t e s  o n l y  1 . 2 5 ,  a n d  t h e
a u d i t o r i u m  a b o u t  6 0 0 ,  t w o  t i c k e t  p r i c e s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  o n e  i n -
c l u d i n g  d i n n e r  a n d  o n e  j u s t  f o r  t h e  s h o w .  A s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  t h e
L 2 5  w e r e  s o l d  o u t  o n  a l l  f o u r  n i g h t s .  f n  a l l ,  7 7 8  t i c k e t s  w e r e
s o l d

S i n c e  " F r o n t  S t r e t "  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a n  o r i g i n a l  p l a y  ( i t  h a d
b e e n  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  H a r t f o r d  a r e a  s o m e  t e n  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  b u t  h a d
n e v e r  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d ) ,  p u b l i c i t y  t o  i n t r i g u e  a  p o t e n t i a l  a u d i e n c e
b e c a m e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  T h e  p r e - s h o w  d i n n e r  h e l p e d .  r n  a d d i t i o n ,  a
p u b l i c i t y  c o m m i t t e e  a r r a n g e d  a  " M e e t  t h e  P r a y w r i g h t "  n i g h t  a t  t h e
B a r n e s  &  N o b l e  b o o k s t o r e  i n  E n f i e l d .  O n  M a r c h  3 ,  A n n e  p i 6
appeared,  speak ing  to  a  ga ther ing  o f  about  25  about  the  back-
g r o u n d  o f  h e r  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  p l a y .  s h e  a l s o  o b t i g e d  w i t h  a u t o -
graphs .  Anne a t tended the  show on severa l -  occas ions  and congra t -
u l a t e d  t h e  P l a y e r s  o n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n .

S p e c i a l  O l v m p i c s :  V i l l a g e  P l a y e r s  d o n a t e d  $ 1 0 0  t o  t h e  f u n d  w h i c h
had been se t  up  by  Somers  to  he lp  cover  the  expenses  o f  a
v i s i t i n g  S p e c i a l  O l y m p i c s  t e a m .
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C o n n i e  C l a r k  a s  " E m i l v  D i c k i n s o n " :  O n  A p r i l  1 ,  T h e  V i l l a g e
P l a y e r s  a n d  t h e  S o m e r s  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  j o i n t l y  s p o n s o r e d  a n
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  C o n n i e  C l a r k ,  a  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t r e s s
a t  S o m e r s  L i b r a r y .  M s .  C l a r k  r e a d  f r o m  m a n y  E m i l y  D i c k i n s o n  p o e m s
a n d  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  p o e t ' s  l i f e .  A b o u t  5 0  p e o p l e  a t t e n d e d  t h i s
f a s c i n a t i n g ,  f r e e  p r o g r a m .

C o n s t i t u t i o n / B y - 1 a w s  r e v i s i o n :  A n  a d  h o c  c o m m i t t e e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f
Donna Al lard, Malcolm Chadbourne, and Shir ley Warner,  reviewed
the cur ren t  Const i tu t ion /By- laws and made recommendat ions  fo r
changes wh ich  were  unan imous ly  accepted  in  May.  Ma jor  changes:
t h e  t h e a t e r / f i s c a l  y e a r  w a s  c h a n g e d  t o  M a y  l - A p r i l  3 0 , .  n e w
p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  a d d e d  a s  f o l 1 o w s ,  A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r ,  T e c h n i c a l
D i r e c t o r ,  D i n n e r  T h e a t e r  F o o d  S e r v l c e  D i r e c t o r ,  a n d  D i n n e r
T h e a t e r  H o u s e  M a n a g e r .  T h e s e  n e w  p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  t o
r e l i e v e  s o m e  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  P r o d u c t i o n .

S c h o l a r s h i p s :  N i n e  s t u d e n t s  a p p l i e d .  t o u i s e  W a s h l r u r n  c h a i r e d  t h e
c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  s e l e c t e d  t h e  t w o  r e c i p i e n t s ,  S a r a h  W e l c h  a n d
A l l i s o n  C o l I i n s ,  w h o  r e c e i v e d  $ 5 0 0  a p i e c e .

M i l l p o n d  P a r k :  T h e  v i l l a g e  P l a y e r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  $ 5 0 0  t o  t h e  g r o u p
w o r k i n g  o n  p h y s i c a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  l a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  b a c k
o f  M i l l p o n d  P l a y h o u s e .  P l a y e r s  a s s i s t e d  i n  c l e a r i n g  t h e  p o n d
s h o r e l i n e  w h e r e  t r e e s  w e r e  p l a n t e d .  O n e  o f  t h e  t r e e s  w a s
d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  d e c e a s e d  V p  m e m b e r s .

M i l l p o n d  t h e a t e r  r o o m  i m p r o v e m e n t s :  A l t h o u g h  t h e  r o o m  t o  t h e  l e f t
o f  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  s m a l l  s h o w s ,  i t  w a s  n e v e r  s e t
u p  t o  i t s  b e s t  a d v a n t a g e .  s i g h t - l i n e s  w e r e  p o o r  a n d  l i g h t i n g  w a s
b a r e l y  a d e q u a t e .  T i m  W e l c h  m a d e  m a j o r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t h i s  f a l l .  H e
b o r r o w e d ,  o n  a  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  b a s i s ,  s o m e  r i s e r s  m a d e  s u r p l u s  b y
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  n e w  h i q h  s c h o o l .  T i m  a r r a n g e d  t h e  r i s e r s  a s
" s t e p s "  o n  w n i c r r  t o  p l a c e  i r r . i r s .  H e  a l s o  m o v e d  t h e  s t a g e  a n d
a r r a a n g e d  t h e a t e r  l i g h t s  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  s t a g e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,
J o h n  Q u e n n e v i l l e  p a i n t e d  t h e  w a l 1 s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  s t a g e  b l a c k .
T h e s e  c h a n g e s  w e r e  t e s t e d  a n d  p r o v e n  w e l l  d o n e  a t  t h e  N o v e m b e r
m e e t i n g  w h e n  t h e  o n e - a c t  p l a y ,  " T h e  c a t  c o n n e c t i o n ,  "  s t a r r i n g
Joyce Benson and B l inky  ca lder  cou ld  be  seen and heard  by  a l l
a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r s .  T h i s  f u n n y  b u t  t o u c h i n g  p l a y ,  d i r e c t e d  b y -
M a l c o l m  c h a d b o u r n e ,  w a s  w e r l  r e c e i v e d  b y  v p - e r s  a n d ,  t h e  n e x t
w e e k ,  i t  w a s  t a k e n  t o  v e r n o n  w h e r e  i t  w a s  w e l c o m e d  b y  t h e
r e s i d e n t s  o f  R o s e  c o m m o n s ,  E f l  e l d e r l y  a p a r t m e n t  c o m p l e x .

" s o c i a r  s e c u r i t v " :  G e o r g e  D a w s o n ,  w h o  d i r e c t e d  " s o u t h  p a c i f i _ c "
f o r  t h e  v P  i n  1 9 7 8 ,  w a s  b r o u g h t  b a c k  t o  d i r e c t  t h i s  c o m e d y ,
number  18  in  the  Aya-Po d inner  theater  ser ies .  George had to
" w e a r  t w o  h a t s "  b e f o r e  t h e  p r a y  o p e n e d .  o n e  o f  t h e  i c t o r s  q u i t  a
w e e k  b e f o r e  o p e n i n g  n i g h t .  G e o r g e ,  w i t h o u t  m l s s i n g  a  b e a t ,  t o o k
o v e r  t h e  p a r t ,  m e m o r i z e d  t h e  m a s s i v e  n u m b e r  o f  l i n e s ,  a n d
a p p e a r e d  a s  t h e  l e a d i n g  m a n ,  i n  t h e  t r u e  t h e a t e r  s p i r i t  o f  " t h e
s h o w  m u s t  g o  o n .  "  T h i s  d i n n e r  t h e a t e r  i s  a l - s o  n o t e d  a s  t h e  o n e
w h e r e ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  1 8  y e a r s ,  J o h n  M o a k ,  t u r n e d  o v e r  h i s
H e a d  C h e f ' s  h a t  t o  s o m e o n e  e l s e .  J o h n  r e m a l n e d  a s  " F o o d  S e r v i c e
D i r e c t o r , "  b u s t l i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  a s  a l w a y s ,  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l
c o o k i n g  w a s  d o n e  b y  S t e v e  R o b e r t s ,  f r o m  S o m e r s  H i q h .
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T reasu ry  ba lance :  A t  t he  end  o f  December ,  1995 ,  t he  t o ta l
i nves ted  funds  s tood  a t  51 .4 ,072  and  ope ra t i ng  funds  to ta l l ed
S13 ,263  f o r  a  g rand  t o ta l  o f  $27 ,335 .

Membersh ip :  The re  were  80  pa id  members  and  two  honora ry  l i f e t ime
members  ( ta r r y  B rowne  and  George  Sch iess l )  on  12 /31 /95 .

SPECIAL CELEBRATION

On Janua ry  20 ,  1996 ,  t he
years  o f  commun i t y  t hea te r
Somers  fnn  Barn  fo r  d inne r ,
t a i nmen t ,  doo r  p r i zes ,  and
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i n  S o m e r s .  T h e y  w i l
n o s t a l g i a ,  "  r o a s t i

d r n n ' i  n n

11  ce leb ra te  25
1  mee t  a t  t he
ng "  awa rds ,  en te r -

THE FUTURE

The  bea t  goes  on .  P lans  a re  we l l  unde rway  fo r  t he  nex t  show.
I t  w i l l  be  t he  e i gh th  mus i ca l  f o r  t he  V i l l age  P laye rs ,  " f s  The re
L i f e  A f t e r  H igh  Schoo l? "  and  w i t l  be  p resen ted  a t  Somers  H igh
Schoo l  on  the  l as t  two  week -ends  i n  March .  Luke  O l i v i e r i  w i l l  be
i n  comp le te  cha rge  as  mus i ca l  and  book  d i r ec to r  as  we l l  as  se t
des igne r  and  cho reographer .  Wendy  Pe te rson  w i l l  be  s tage  manager
and  Sara  Mor ia r t y  p roduce r .  Lou ise  Washburn  w i I I  coo rd ina te  w i th
S teve  Robe r t s ,  Food  Se rv i ce  D i rec to r ,  a  p re - show  d inne r  i n  t he
h igh  schoo i  ca fe le r i a .  VP-e rs  i n  t he  cas t  a re  Lee  Anne  Madersky ,
John Lepore,  and Ken Smith.

CRYSTAL BALL QWSTIONS

Can the ViTlage PTayers look forward to another 25 years? Who
can say? Wi l l  they get  the i r  own theater? Wi l l  the i r  s torage
bui ld ings s tand the ravages of  t ime? Wi l l  MiT lpond Playhouse con-
t inue to  be avai labLe ? what  p lays wi l l  be presented? wiL i  they
be abl -e to  at t ract  capable actors and backstage peopre? wi l j
audiences cont inue to  suppor t  the i r  e f for ts?

The answer to  these quest ions may be in  your  crysta l  ba l r .  The
res t  o f  us  w i l l  j us t  have  to  wa i t  and  see .

MKC
t / r /e6


